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ABSTRACT
The purpose o f  t h i s  s tudy  was to  in v e s t ig a te  and reco rd  th e  l i f e  
and ed u ca tio n a l c o n tr ib u tio n s  o f  John E a s te r ly  Coxe. The s tudy  was 
lim ite d  to  Coxe as a  p e rso n , and to  se le c te d  c o n tr ib u tio n s  and experiences 
t h a t  helped  c h a ra c te r iz e  him as an educato r.
John E a s te r ly  Coxe was b om  Ju ly  l it ,  I 887, a t  Watson, L o u is ian a , 
th e  son o f  W illiam  P. and Margie S e lin a  (Webb) Coxe. His e a r ly  schoo ling  
was in  o r near Watson, in  L iv ingston  P a r ish , L ou isiana . He a tten d ed  
Centenary College when i t  was lo c a te d  in  Jackson, L o u is ian a , and l a t e r  
earned  h is  Bachelor o f  A rts  and M aster o f A rts degrees a t  L ou isiana  S ta te  
U n iv e rs ity  in  Baton Rouge. In  a d d it io n , he completed a d d it io n a l  g raduate  
s tudy  a t  L ouisiana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Chicago, and Ohio 
S ta te  U n iv e rs ity .
He served  in  a  one-room sc h o o l, and he served  as an e lem entary 
and h igh-sch o o l te a c h e r ,  a h igh  school p r in c ip a l ,  and a s  su p e rin ten d en t o f  
L iv ingston  P a r ish  fo r  seven y e a rs .  During h is  ten u re  in  th e  S ta te  Depart­
ment o f  E ducation , Coxe served  as an elem entary and h i ^  school su p e rv iso r 
o f  in s t r u c t io n  fo r  e ig h teen  y e a rs ,  and as S ta te  Superin tenden t o f  Education 
fo r  e ig h t  y e a rs .
In  1929» w hile a su p e rv iso r in  th e  S ta te  Department o f  E ducation , 
Coxe m arried  Hazel Grimm, a  n a tiv e  o f  South Dakota, who had l iv e d  in  
Lou isiana s in ce  1924. At th e  tim e o f  t h e i r  m arriag e . Miss Grimm was 
a s s i s ta n t  s ta t e  su p e rv iso r o f  Home Economics in  th e  S ta te  Department 
o f  E ducation.
i l l
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During h i s  ten u re  as p r in c ip a l  o f  Denham Springs High School* th e  
school rec e iv ed  a c c re d ita tio n  by th e  S ta te  Board o f  Education o f  L ou isiana .
As su p e rin ten d en t o f  L iv ingston  P a r is h ,  th e  system  enjoyed growth.
The s t a t e  superin tendency o f  Coxe was a f f e c te d  by an ending 
economic d ep ress io n  and World War I I .  N e v e rth e less , much was accom plished. 
Among th ese  item s were: in cre a sin g  s ta t e  school fu n d s, e s ta b l is h in g  a  tw e lv e -
grade school system , p rov id ing  an e f f e c t iv e  compulsory school a tten d an ce  
program, p ro v id in g  fo r  popular e le c t io n  o f  members o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f  
E ducation , reo rg an iz in g  th e  S ta te  Department o f  E ducation , expanding 
v o c a tio n a l education  program s, recogn iz ing  th e  need fo r  th e  education  o f 
Negro c h ild re n ,  and a d ju s t in g  th e  s t a t e 's  p u b lic  school system to  war co n d i-
There were c r i t i c a l  issu e s  v i t a l l y  a f f e c t in g  Coxe' s c a re e r .  One 
a ro se  in  1939 w ith  d iffe re n c e s  expressed  between Coxe and S ta te  S uperin tenden t 
T. H. H a rr is . This e v en tu a lly  paved th e  way fo r  Coxe to  d e fe a t H a rr is  in  
19^0 . Another is s u e  e x is te d  between Coxe and Governor Sam H. Jo n es. His 
d ism is sa l o f  Shelby M. Jackson , a  member o f  h i s  s t a f f  in  th e  S ta te  D epart­
ment o f  E duca tion , was r e la te d  to  c o n tro v e rs ie s  w ith  th e  S ta te  Board of 
Education and S enato r G ilb e r t  F. Hennigan over v o c a tio n a l education  and 
v o c a tio n a l education  funds. These d if fe re n c e s  le d  to  s e v e ra l un p leasan t 
c o n fro n ta tio n s . His f in a l  demise came w ith  th e  s ta t e  e le c t io n s  in  19^8 
when he was d e fea ted  by Jackson in  th e  rac e  f o r  S ta te  Superin tenden t of 
E ducation.
John E a s te r ly  Coxe d ied  on November I 8 , 1972, in  Baton Rouge, 
L ou is ian a , a t  th e  age o f e ig h ty - f iv e .
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EARLY LIKE AMD PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES 
IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEt̂
I .  EARLY LIFE
John E a s te r ly  Coxe was horn on a farm in  Watson, Lou isiana, a 
sm all se ttle m e n t in  L iv ingston  P a r ish , on Ju ly  l 4 ,  I 887 . His p a re n ts ,  
W illiam P o tts  Coxe and Margie S e lin a  Webh, were h o n es t, hard-working 
peop le . Mrs. Margie Webh Coxe was o r ig in a lly  from Baton Rouge, L ouisiana. 
They were m arried  in  th e  Live Oak M ethodist Church, lo ca te d  about e ig h t 
m iles  n o r th e a s t o f  Denham Springs in  L iv ingston  P a r ish .^
His g ran d fa th e r , Benjamin Coxe, came to  Louisiana befo re  th e  War 
Between th e  S ta te s  broke o u t, moved to  M iss iss ip p i where he was m arried 
and f in a l ly  s e t t le d  in  th e  w estern p a r t  o f  Alabama where he accumulated 
co n sid e rab le  p ro p e r ty .^  Five c h ild re n  were born to  th e  union; W illiam, 
f a th e r  o f  th e  new su perin tenden t o f  e d u ca tio n , R ichard , Isadora, Rebecca, 
and J u l i a  Coxe.
S everal y ears  l a t e r  th e  fam ily  re tu rn ed  to  Louisiana in  covered 
wagons drawn by oxen and s e t t le d  on th e  o u ts k i r ts  o f  Baton Rouge. Once 
again  th e  fam ily  moved, t h is  tim e to  W atson's S e ttlem en t, in  L ivingston 
P a rish  (th en  S t. Helena P a rish )  where John E a s te r ly  Coxe was born .^
19 6 7 .
John E a s te r ly  Coxe, perso n a l in te rv ie w  a t  h is  home, February 15,
%ew Orleans S ta te s ,  May iH, 1970, p . 7. ^ Ib id .
1
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Besides John, th e  c h ild ren  o f  th e  e ld e r  Coxes were Benjamin,
R obert, S i la s ,  R ichard , James, and Bertha V irg in ia . John was th e  s ix th
c h ild  o f  th e  fam ily .
W illiam P o tts  Coxe was known to  h is  neighbors and c lo se  f r ie n d s
as a  man who tended s t r i c t l y  to  h is  own b u s in ess . He had a  high re sp e c t
fo r  th e  laws o f  h is  country  and h e ld  a deep reverance fo r  h is  C rea to r.
He possessed  what was c a lle d  genuine "piney woods h o n es ty ."  He was a
t i r e l e s s  worker and urged h is  fam ily  to  adhere to  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f 
4
m o ra lity  and tem perance.
Itorgie S e lin a  Coxe (John E. Coxe' s mother) was th e  daughter o f  
Robert Webb, a su c ce ss fu l re sp e c te d , re l ig io u s  p la n te r ,  who l iv e d  f iv e  
m iles e a s t o f  W atson's S e ttlem en t. Her f a th e r  e n li s te d  in  th e  Confederate 
Army in  l 86l  and served honorably during  th e  e n ti r e  war. M argie 's  s i s t e r  
S a l l i e  and h e r two b ro th e r s ,  A llen  and "Doc," were rea re d  under s t r i c t  
M ethodist ph ilosophy , shunning a l l  forms o f e v i l ,  such as th e  use of 
tobacco and a lc o h o lic  bev erag es . ^
I t  i s  no wonder th a t  in  h is  l a t e r  years Coxe took so much p rid e  
in  h i s  work w ith  th e  M ethodist Church in  Baton Rouge where he conducted 
re g u la r  c la s se s  in  r e l ig io n .^
The l i f e  s ty le  o f  Jo h n 's  b ro th e rs  and s i s t e r  v a rie d . Bertha 
V irg in ia  m arried  a  C u rtis  and l iv e d  on a farm n o rth  o f  W alker, L ouisiana. 
S i la s  l iv e d  as a farm er on th e  o ld  fam ily homestead n ear Denham S prings.
^Morning Advocate, May 26, 1540, p . 9C.
John E. Coxe, p e rso n a l in te rv ie w , F ebruary , I 968 .
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James vas a  merchant a t  W alker. Benjamin moved to  Nev Orleans where he
was in  b u s in e ss . Robert served  as  a s se s so r  o f  L iv ingston  P a r is h , and
R ichard became an l i f e  insu rance e x e cu tiv e .^
The home o f W illiam  and Margie Coxe was an o ld -fa sh io n ed  o n e -s to ry
frame s tru c tu re  w ith  two b r ic k  chimneys. There was a  wide f ro n t  porch and
a  long porch on th e  l e f t  s id e . I t  was on t h i s  s id e  porch th a t  young
John Coxe used to  r e c l in e  during  l e i s u r e  hours and "pore over" c e r ta in
books in  which he was deeply in te r e s te d .  His i n te r e s t  in  books was
always in te n s e , a  h a b it  in  keeping w ith  h is  one burning  am bition to  acq u ire
a  thorough eind w ell-rounded education.®
His elem entary education  was in  o r n ea r Watson, a l l  in  one-room
schoo ls in  L iv ingston  P a r ish .
A s to ry  pub lish ed  in  "L ouisiana S choo ls,"  c h a ra c te r iz e s  th e  young
John E. Coxe. I t  c i te d  a  co n v e rsa tio n  between Miss Addie Underwood, th e
young teach e r o f  th e  i s o la te d  one-room country  sc h o o l, known as th e  Cedar
Grove School, and th e  young Coxe when John rem ained in  th e  classroom  on
an assignm ent during  a  rec e s s  p e rio d .*  An account o f  th e  in c id e n t fo llo w s:
"John," she broke th e  s ile n c e  in  a k in d ly , p e rsu asiv e  v o ic e ,
"w on't you l e t  your a ri th m e tic  go u n t i l  l a t e r  and come out and p lay  
w ith  th e  o th ers?  You can p rep a re  t h i s  work e i th e r  t h i s  a fte rn o o n  o r 
to n ig h t .  Everybody i s  having such a  good tim e! I  am su re  you would, 
to o , i f  you would only  come on th e  o u ts id e  and jo in  us in  th e  games."
^Morning Advocate, lo c . c i t .  ®Ibid.
*The only  reco rd  in d ic a tin g  Annie Underwood as a  te a c h e r  was found 
on page 295 o f  th e  m inutes o f  L iv ingston  P a r ish  School Board d a ted  August 11, 
1911 , where she was c e r t i f i e d  as a  f i r s t  grade tea c h e r  in  P la inv iew , 
L ou isiana. Miss Addie Underwood l a t e r  m arried  and became Mrs. Addie U. 
S to re y , and served  as su p e rv iso r o f  th e  g i r l s '  dorm itory  a t  th e  L ou isiana  
School fo r  th e  B lind in  Baton Rouge.
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The hoy, a  th o u g h tfu l expression  on h is  fa c e ,  slow ly l a i d  down h is  
s la t e  p e n c il  on h is  open a r i th m e tic ,  and, look ing  s tr a ig h t  up in to  
h is  te a c h e r 's  sym pathetic b lue  eyes s a id :  "Miss Addie, I  l ik e  my books.
I  l ik e  to  g e t up my school work on tim e. I  d o n 't  want to  leav e  my 
ta s k  u n f in ish ed . % en  th e  c la s s  meets t h i s  a fte rn o o n  I  want to  be 
ready w ith  my work. I  d o n 't  ca re  anyth ing  about p lay in g  w hile I  have 
some work to  g e t up. P lease  Miss Addie, i f  i t ' s  j u s t  th e  same to  you, 
l e t  me s ta y  in  h ere  and work on my a r i t t o e t i c . "
There was a  dead s ile n c e  in  th e  dark  l i t t l e  room fo r  th e  b r ie f e s t  
second. Then, "John, s in ce  you see i t  t h a t  way, you may go on w ith  
your work," r e p l ie d  h is  tea c h e r  in  a  k in d ly  v o ice . "But when th e  b e l l  
r in g s  a t  1:00  you must come o u ts id e  and g e t in  l in e  w ith  th e  o th e rs  
so we can tak e  i n . "9
Upon com pletion o f  h is  elem entary education  in  ipo4 Coxe a tten d ed  
th e  p rep a ra to ry  departm ent o f  Centenary C o llege , lo ca te d  in  Jackson, 
Louisiana. In  th e  f a l l  o f  th e  same y e a r ,  on th e  b a s is  o f  s u c ce ss fu lly  
p assin g  an en tran ce  exam ination, he was adm itted  to  Louisiana S ta te  
U n iv e rs ity  as  a  sub-freshm an, where he rem ained u n t i l  he rece iv ed  h is  
Bachelor o f  A rts as  a member o f  th e  f i r s t  c la s s  th a t  g raduated  in  th e  D epart­
ment o f  Education in  1909.^® The reco rd s  o f  L ouisiana S ta te  U n iv ers ity  
in d ic a te d  th a t  John E. Coxe rece iv ed  h is  Bachelor o f  A rts  degree on May 26, 
1909.^
I I .  PROFESSIONAL.EXPERIENCES IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM
During th e  p e rio d  from 1904 to  1909, w hile  a  s tu d e n t ,  Coxe tau g h t 
in  L iv ingston  P a r ish . His teach in g  experiences a re  as fo llo w s:
1. P r in c ip a l ,  Red Oak Elementary (one-room sch o o l): summer o f 
1904; term , 2 months; pay , $20 a  month; b o a rd , $6 a month.
9r .  C. C h ild s , "Superin tendent John E. Coxe," Louisiana S choo ls, 
Jo u rn a l of th e  Louisiana Teachers A sso c ia tio n , v o l .  XVIII, Sept. 19l»0,
No. 1 , pp. 25- 26 .
l^Coxe, op. c i t . ,  February 23, I 967 .
^iRecords o f  R e g is tr a r 's  O ff ic e , L ouisiana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , Baton 
Rouge, L ouisiana.
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2. P r in c ip a l,  Cedar Grove Elementary (one-room sc h o o l):  summer o f
1905; term , 3 months; pay , $25 a  month; boarded a t  home.
3. P r in c ip a l ,  Wagner Elementary (one-room sch o o l): summer o f 
1906; term , 3 months ; pay $25 a  month; board , $6 a  month.
U. P r in c ip a l,  Quick Elementary (one-room sc h o o l) : summer o f  1907;
term , 3 months; pay , $30 a  month; boarded a t  home.
5 . P r in c ip a l ,  Wagner Elementary (one-room sch o o l): summer o f 
1907; term , 3h months; pay, $40 a  month; b o a rd , $8 a  month.
As n o ted , th e  sa la ry  rece iv ed  was meager. However, Coxe was ab le  
to  save enough money to  pay a  good p o r tio n  o f h is  expenses a t  L ouisiana 
S ta te  U n iv e rs ity . Work scholeirsh ips and lo an s provided th e  ba lance .
In  1907, a  f i r s t  grade c e r t i f i c a t e  was issu e d  to  him on th e  b a s is  
o f  having su c c e s s fu lly  completed an exam ination prepared  and ad m in istered  
by th e  p a r is h  su p e rin ten d en t.^ ^  (See Appendixes A and B) I t  was not u n t i l  
1910 t h a t  an exam ination, p repared  by th e  S ta te  and adm in iste red  by th e  
p a r is h ,  under th e  d i re c t io n  o f  th e  S ta te  D irec to r  o f  C e r t i f ic a t io n  in  th e  
S ta te  Department o f  Education , was provided .
In  1909 Coxe was appo in ted  p r in c ip a l  o f  W aterproof High School in  
Tensas P a r is h , where he rem ained fo r  one y e a r. He was named p r in c ip a l  o f  
Denham S prings High School, L iv ingston  P a r is h ,  and remained th e re  u n t i l  
1912 . During h is  ten u re  a t  Denham Springs th e  school rec e iv ed  a c c re d ita ­
t io n .  This was i n i t i a t e d  by a  re s o lu tio n  o f  th e  L iv ingston  P a r ish  School 
Board on October 3 , 1910, which s ta te d :
Be i t  reso lv e d : That th e  Denham Springs P ub lic  School i s  hereby
made a  S ta te  Approved High School, and th e  S ta te  Board o f  Education i s
R. C. C h ild s , op. c i t . ,  p . 3.
l^M inutes o f  L iv ingston  P a r ish  School Board, I 908, p . 26k. (Examina­
t io n  shows Coxe scored  9O+/IOO average .)
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req u es ted  to  p lac e  t h i s  school upon i t s  l i s t  o f  approved High Schools 
and to  perm it i t  to  share  in  th e  h igh  school apportionm ent. ^
In  a d d it io n , th e  m inutes rev ea led  th a t  Coxe as p r in c ip a l  o f  Denham 
Springs rece iv ed  a  sa la ry  o f  $100 p e r month.
From th i s  p o s it io n  he moved to  C lin ton  High School, East F e lic ia n a  
P a r is h , vhere he remained fo r  one y e a r. In  1913 he was appointed su p e rin ­
ten d en t o f  schoo ls o f  L iv ingston  P a r ish  where he served  u n t i l  June, 1920.^^
V. J .  Roux, who a tten d ed  h igh  school in  French Settlem ent when 
Coxe was su p erin ten d en t in  L iv ingston  P arish , commented as fo llow s:
I  remember him v i s i t i n g  L iv ingston  P a r ish  Schools in  a h o rse -  
drawn v e h ic le .  I  remember him as be ing  w e ll-d resse d  and always w e ll-  
groomed w ith  a gentlem anly appearance. He was q u ie t ,  tmassuming and 
s in c e re . He was h ig h ly  p ro fe s s io n a l .  He had d ig n ity .^ '
The reco rd s  o f  th e  L iv ingston  P a r ish  School Board co n ta in in g  Coxe' s 
i n i t i a l  appointm ent as su p erin ten d en t a re  not on f i l e  in  th e  Board O ffice . 
However, th e  fo llow ing  was included  in  th e  L iv ingston  Times:
Proceedings o f  th e  School Board S p r in g v i lle ,  L ou isiana ,
January U, 1913.
L iv ingston  Times was desig n a ted  as  th e  o f f i c i a l  jo u rn a l o f  th e  
Board, and s a la ry  f ix e d  a t  $25.00 per y e a r ,  and th a t  th e  paper be 
req u ired  to  p u b lish  m inutes o f  each m eeting in  f u l l . ^ °
In  th e  same reco rd  book i s  found th e  fo llo w in g , again  a copy o f  a  
page o f  th e  L iv ingston  Times :
Proceedings o f  A p ril  7 , 1913.
1974.
1 5 ib id . ,  1910 and 19I I .  
l^ iM d .
J .  Roux, p e rso n a l in te rv ie w , in  Thibodaux, L ou isiana, May 28,
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On motion o f  W. A. Eheams duly seconded, Mr. J .  E. Coxe was 
unanimously e le c te d  P a r ish  S uperin tendent fo r  a  term  o f  fo u r  y e a rs ,  
beginning Ju ly  1 s t ,  1913.
Mr. Jones moved th a t  Mr. Coxe's s a la ry  be f ix e d  a t  $1,000 per y e a r ,  
bu t a f t e r  some d iscu ss io n  i t  was moved by Mr. Rheams th a t  th e  m atter  
o f  f ix in g  s a la ry  be d e fe rred  u n t i l  th e  Ju ly  m eeting a t  which tim e th e  
budget fo r  next school term  w i l l  be made.^^
The m inutes o f  l a t e r  m eetings d id  not in d ic a te  th a t  a c tio n  was 
tak en  on Coxa’s s a la ry . However, i t  was in d ic a te d  th a t  t r a v e l  expenses 
were not given even though th e  sup erin ten d en t was expected to  c o n tro l a l l  
th e  a f f a i r s  o f  th e  school board .
The m inutes a lso  in d ic a te d  u su a l growth in  school p o p u la tio n , 
school c o n s tru c tio n , and t ra n s p o r ta t io n .  Bond issu e s  to  cover growth 
were su c ce ss fu l. Records o f  th e  above during  Coxe's a d m in is tra tio n  were 
a c cu ra te ly  m ain tained .
Apparently  th e re  were some in c id e n ts  o f  disagreem ent between Coxe 
and some board members. E. B. R obert, th e  Dean o f th e  College o f  Education 
a t  Louisiana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , who knew Coxe rev ea led  th e  fo llow ing  :
When form er S ta te  S uperin tendent John E. Coxe was S uperin tendent 
o f  L iv ingston  P a r ish  S chools, he had some co n ten tio u s  board members 
to  d eal w ith . On one occasion  he had taken  a  board member 15 m iles 
w ith  him in  a  buggy to  a  board m eeting.
Near th e  c lo se  o f  th e  m eeting , t h a t  same board member aro se  and 
s a id ,  " I make a  motion th a t  we f i r e  th e  S u p e rin ten d en t."
When p ressed  fo r  h is  rea so n , he s a id ,  " I  have i t  here  somewhere 
wrote on a  l i t t l e  p iece  o f  p a p e r ."
Digging in to  h is  p o ck e ts , he came up w ith  a  s l i p  o f  p ap e r. "Here 
i t  i s , "  he s a id ,  " o n -su f f ic ie n c y . T h a t 's  i t .  I  move he should be 
f i r e d  fo r  o n s u f f ic ie n c y ."
^ ^ I b id . , p . 53. (Note: The words "and expenses" a re  l in e d  o u t.
The d a te  o f th e  newspaper i s  not shown).
^ % in u te s  o f L iv ingston  P a r ish  School Board M eetings, 1909-1920.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
The hoard  voted  to  r e ta in  i t s  Superin tendent and th e  r e c a l c i t r a n t  
board member had to  walk back home.^^
On January  3 , 1917> th e  board again  expressed i t s  confidence in  
Superin tendent Coxe by r e - e le c t in g  him to  o f f ic e .  The m inutes o f  th e  
board read  as fo llo w s:
The e le c t io n  o f a  P a rish  S uperin tendent fo r  th e  ensuing fo u r-y e a r  
term , beg inn ing  Ju ly  1 , 1917, being  in  o rd e r ,  Ivlr. E a s te r ly  nominated 
Mr. Jne . E. Coxe, and th e  nom ination seconded by Mr. Rheams. There 
being  no f u r th e r  nom inations, and upon motion by Mr. Rheams, seconded 
by i-Ir. W atts , Mr. Coxe was e le c te d  by acclam ation .^^
Tbe m inutes o f Ju ly  7 , 1919, o f  th e  L iv ingston  P a rish  School 
Board showed a development o f  an a ll- im p o rta n t  teach e r s a la ry  schedu le .
I t  promoted th e  id eas  o f  ten u re  and s c h o la rsh ip . The encouragement o f 
s ch o la rsh ip  was in  keeping w ith  Coxe’s philosophy.
On Mày lU , 1920, th e  L iv ingston  P a r ish  School Board was c a lle d  
in to  s p e c ia l  s e ss io n  " to  rec e iv e  th e  re s ig n a tio n  o f Superin tenden t Jno . E. 
Coxe, who had req u ested  th a t  sa id  m eeting be c a l le d ."  The re s ig n a tio n  
was accepted  by tlie  board , th e  board expressed  " i t s  re g re t  in  doing so .
(See Appendix C)
During th e  p e rio d  he was c o n sid e rin g  re s ig n in g  as Superin tenden t 
o f  L iv ingston  P a r is h ,  Coxe b e liev ed  th a t  he was going to  th e  S ta te  Department 
o f  E ducation. Coxe s ta te d  th a t  enough had been done to  lea d  him to  b e lie v e  
th a t  T. H. H a r r is ,  who was S ta te  Superin tenden t o f E ducation , would appoin t 
him to  some p o s it io n  o f t r u s t .
The appointm ent as A ss is ta n t S ta te  Supervisor o f  Elementary Schools^^ 
was made by Superin tenden t H arris  on September 1 , 1920.
2^E. B. R obert, Footnotes Hot in  th e  Book. (Baton Rouge, L o u is ian a , 
F ran k lin  P re ss ,  I n c . ,  1968), p . 23.
^ % in u te s , op. c i t . ,  p . 3 +̂. ^^M inutes, op. c i t . ,  p . 2U0.
John E. Coxe, p erso n a l in te rv ie w , August 20, I 968.
^^L ouisiana S ta te  Department o f  Education Annual R eport, 1921 .
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JOHN E,. COXE: MEMBER OP THE LOUISIANA
STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
I .  STATE SUPERVISOR
The appointm ent to  th e  S ta te  Department o f  E ducation was a  s ig n if ic a n t  
m ilestone  in  Coxe's l i f e .  He served  in  t h i s  c a p ac ity  from 1920 u n t i l  
January  l6 ,  1939, under S ta te  Superin tenden t Thomas H. H a rr is .
On February 24, 19^7, Coxe s ta te d  w ith p rid e  t h a t  he had served 
under Superin tenden t H arris  as A ss is ta n t  S ta te  Superv iso r o f  Elementary 
Schools from September 1 , 1920, to  June 30, 1926, as  A s s is ta n t  S ta te  
Superv iso r o f  High Schools from June 30, 1926, to  September 1 , 1935, and 
as Head S ta te  Supervisor o f  High Schools from September 1 , 1935, to  Janu­
a ry  l 6 ,  1939.
During t h i s  ten u re  Coxe a ls o  tau g h t s ix  weeks in  th e  summer o f  
1922 and n ine  weeks in  th e  summer o f  1938 in  th e  School o f  E ducation o f 
th e  L ouisiana S ta te  U n i v e r s i t y . T h e  summers o f  1924, 1925, 1926, and 
1927 were spent in  g raduate  study in  th e  Department o f  H is to ry  o f  th e  
L ouisiana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity .
On June 11, 1928, Coxe was awarded th e  degree o f  M aster o f  A rts 
by L ouisiana S ta te  U n i v e r s i t y . H i s  th e s i s  was w r i tte n  in  th e  f i e l d  o f
^7john E. Coxe, op. c i t .
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Louisiana h is to ry .  The su b je c t o f  h is  d isco u rse  was "The New Orleans 
Mafia In c id e n t ."  This study was a decided c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  f i e l d  o f 
Louisiana h is to r y  and ranks high as a p iece  o f  sc h o la r ly  and documented 
h i s to r ic a l  re se a rch .
A p a r t i c u la r  in c id e n t o f  s ig n if ic a n c e  involved  th e  murder o f  
David C. Hennessy, th e  populeir th ir ty - tw o  yea r o ld  Superin tendent o f  P o lic e  
in  New O rleans on October 15, I 89O, and th e  complex s e r ie s  o f  events th a t  
fo llow ed. Included  in  th e  study were d a ta  concerned w ith  th e  se le c tio n  
o f  an im p a r tia l  ju ry ,  th e  lynching o f  e leven  members o f  th e  Mafia by an 
enraged New O rleans populace, and th e  subsequent ac tio n s  taken  by Joseph A. 
Shakespeare, Mayor o f  New O rleans, Pasquale C o rte , th e  I t a l i a n  Counsel 
a t  New O rleans, Frameis T. N ic h o lls , Governor o f  L ou isiana , United S ta te s  
P re s id e n t Benjamin H arrison , th e  I t a l i a n  government, th e  United S ta te s  
Congress, and th e  news media around th e  w orld.
This study  was rece iv ed  by h is to r ia n s  o f  L ouisiana and th e  South, 
and i t  was p r in te d  in  th e  Louisiana H is to r ic a l  Q u arte rly .
Mrs. Coxe in d ic a te d  th a t  a  group from New York and Europe who 
was in te r e s te d  in  in form ation  concerning th e  M afia, co n tac ted  her husband 
a f t e r  having rea d  h is  th e s i s .  The group req u e s ted  an audience w ith  Coxe 
to  exp lo re  h is  knowledge o f  th e  M afia. Mrs. Coxe s ta te d  t h a t  se v e ra l 
persons v i s i t e d  w ith  h er husband in  19T0, equipped w ith  a t e le v is io n  
camera and o th e r  reco rd in g  dev ices. "A ll o f  t h i s  took p lace  on th e  lawn 
in  f ro n t  o f  our home. The v i s i t  la s te d  fo r  s e v e ra l  hours.
^^Morning Advocate, May 28, 19^0, p . 9C.
^*^John E a s te r ly  Coxe, "The New Orleans M afia In c id e n t"  (unpublished 
M aste r's  t h e s i s ,  Louisiana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , 1928) pp. 1-If8.
31"The New Orleans Mafia In c id e n t."  The Louisiana H is to r ic a l  
Q u arte rly  ( o f f i c i a l  organ o f  th e  Louisiana H is to r ic a l  A sso c ia tio n ) ,
O ctober, 1937.
^^Mrs. Hazel Grimm Coxe, p erso n a l in te rv ie w . May 29, 197^.
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On March 29, 1929, Coxe m arried  Miss Hazel Grimm, a  form er re s id e n t  
o f  South Dakota, who had re s id e d  in  L ouisiana s in ce  192k. They were m arried 
in  Shreveport a t  th e  home o f  E. J .  W aller. Gordon A. Webb, a  member o f  
th e  S ta te  Department o f  Education , s ta te d  th a t  he knew Superin tenden t Coxe 
w e ll and added "One o f  th e  b e s t  th in g s  to  happen to  Coxe was when he 
m arried  Hazel Grimm.
From th e  union o f  John E a s te r ly  Coxe and Hazel Grimm Coxe th e re  
were no c h ild re n . However, Mrs. Coxe's n ie c e . Hazel M argaret B utcher, 
l iv e d  w ith  th e  Coxes u n t i l  h e r m arriage and was r e f e r r e d  to  by Mr. Coxe 
as  "my c h ild .
What p o s it io n  d id  Mrs. Coxe tak e  in  re fe ren c e  to  h e r own p erso n a l 
c a re e r  when Coxe was e le c te d  S ta te  Superin tendent in  19^0? When questioned 
on th i s  su b jec t she s ta te d :  "My husband w i l l  need me now to  he lp  him
le a d  a balanced l i f e ." ^ ^
During h i s  ten u re  as S ta te  High School S u p e rv iso r, Coxe po in ted  
w ith  p rid e  to  h is  lea d e rsh ip  r o le  in  r e v is in g  th e  L ou isiana  High School 
S tan d ard s . In  th e  Foreward o f  B u lle t in  33T o f  th e  L ouisiana S ta te  D epart­
ment o f  Education , Coxe s ta te d ,  " . . . i n  t h i s  volume, th e re  have been 
in co rp o rated  a l l  re c e n t m o d ifica tio n s  a ff e c tin g  th e  o b je c t iv e s  o f  secondary 
edu catio n , th e  S ta te  -  a c c re d ita tio n  o f  high  schoo l, th e  S ta te  program o f 
s tu d ie s ,  th e  suggested  c u r r ic u la ,  th e  requirem ents fo r  g rad u a tio n , th e  
stan d ard s  fo r  school p la n ts  and equipm ent, and c e r ta in  g en e ra l re g u la tio n s  
governing th e  approved h igh -sch o o ls  o f  th e  S t a t e . O n  se v e ra l occasions
33cordon A. Webb, p e rso n a l in te rv iew  a t  h is  home in  F r a i r i e v i l l e ,  
L ou isiana , May 29, 197^-
3^Mrs. Hazel Grimm Coxe, op. c i t .  3 5 r .  c .  C h ild s , op. c i t . ,  p . I».
3^"Louisiana High-School S tandards, O rganization  and A dm inistra­
t io n , "  S ta te  Department o f  Education o f  L ou isiana, January  1 , 1937.
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Coxe s in g le d  out h is  i n te r p re ta t io n  o f  th e  Seven C ardinal P r in c ip le s  o f  
Education which were included in  B u lle t in  337.
In  response to  a  req u es t by Mrs. Coxe, Lloyd V. Funchess commented 
as fo llow s concerning B u lle t in  337:
In  th e  f a l l  o f 19**5 I  e n ro lle d  a t  Teachers C ollege, Columbia 
U n iv e rs ity  fo r  a  y ear o f  advanced s tudy . S h o rtly  a fte rw a rd , I  began 
to  hear many re fe ren c e s  to  th e  r e c e n tly  issu e d  and q u ite  famous Harvard 
R eport. The Harvard Report r e s u l te d  from a comprehensive study o f  
th e  high schools throughout th e  c o u n try , and i t  contained  some major 
recommendations fo r  changes in  such sch o o ls . I  had not had th e  need 
fo r  f a m ilia r iz in g  m yself w ith  th e  Report and s in ce  i t  appeared to  
be o f  q u ite  some s ig n if ic a n c e  in  th e  e d u ca tio n a l w orld, I  thought i t  
behoobed me to  g e t a  copy and read  i t .  Much to  my s u rp r ise  and s a t i s ­
f a c t io n ,  I  found th a t  th e  h ig h ly  recommended program o f s tu d ie s  as 
p resen ted  in  th e  Report was in  la rg e  m easure, ex a c tly  th e  same as th e  
h igh  school program o f s tu d ie s  o u tlin e d  in  th e  Louisiana S ta te  
Department o f  E du catio n 's  B u lle t in  337» which had been produced by 
Mr, John E. Coxe, Supervisor o f  High Schools in  th e  Department. At 
t h a t  tim e , th e  L ouisiana high  school program o f  s tu d ie s  had been in  
e f f e c t  in  L ouisiana high schools fo r  a  number o f  y e a rs . I  could  not 
h e lp  being  a t t r a c te d  to  t h i s  s e t  o f  circum stem ces, and i t  was w ith  
co n s id e rab le  p r id e  th a t  I  p o in ted  out t h i s  s i tu a t io n  to  some o f  my 
d is t in g u is h e d  p ro fe s s o rs ,  and to  fe llo w  s tu d e n ts  who were involved  in  
adveuiced s tu d ie s .  Mr. Coxe deserved  much c re d i t  fo r  paving th e  way 
f o r  what s t i l l  remains b as ic  to  th e  h igh  school programs as  th ey  a re  
being  follow ed a t  th e  p resen t tlm e.^^
I I .  TERMINATION OF TENURE AS STATE SUPERVISOR IN 
THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
On January  l6 ,  1939» John E. Coxe was d ism issed  from th e  S ta te  
Department o f  Education by S uperin tendent H a rr is . Mrs. Coxe re p o r te d  t h a t  
on t h a t  day Mr. Coxe came home and sa id  th a t  he was f i r e d .  He s ta te d  t h a t  
S uperin tenden t H a rris  s a id ,  " I  d o n 't  have any th ing  to  say to  you. You're 
o u t . " Coxe added, "Mr. H arris  f i r e d  me. He d id n 't  g ive me any reaso n .
^ ^L e tte r  o f  Lloyd V. Funchess to  Hazel Grimm Coxe, October 1 ,  1970. 
S^Mrs. Hazel G. Coxe, p e rso n a l in te rv ie w . May 29» 197^.
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Mrs. Coxe s ta te d  fu r th e r  t h a t  i t  was h e r husband 's  op in ion  th a t  
th e  reason  fo r  H a r r is 's  f i r in g  o f  Coxe was h is  s tand  on th e  philosophy 
o f  th e  P ro g ress iv e  Education A sso c ia tio n . She s ta te d ,  "Mr. H arris  agreed 
w ith  i t ,  and Mr. Coxe was cau tio u s  o f  what i t  might le a d  to ." ^ ^
A d i f f e r e n t  v e rs io n  o f  th e  d iffe re n c e s  between Coxe and H arris  
was w r i tte n  by Minns Sledge Robertson in  h is  book Pub lic  Education in  
L ou isiana . He s ta te d :
H arris  t ra n s fe r r e d  Barrow (Dr. C. L . ) to  th e  p o s it io n  o f  S ta te  
High School Superv iso r and desig n a ted  him head o f  th e  e n ti r e  su p e rv i­
sory  s t a f f  in  th e  S ta te  Department o f  Education. John E. Coxe, who 
had served in  th e  h igh-schoo l d iv is io n  s in c e  1926 and as S ta te  Super­
v is o r  o f  High Schools a f t e r  Charles F. Trudeau res ig n ed  from th a t  
p o s it io n  in  193*^, was t ra n s fe r r e d  to  th e  p o s it io n  o f  A ss is ta n t  S ta te  
Superv isor o f  Negro sch o o ls . A sh o rt tim e l a t e r ,  H arris  n o t if ie d  
school o f f i c i a l s  throughout th e  s ta t e  t h a t  he had appoin ted  Barrow 
A ss is ta n t S ta te  Superin tendent o f  Education , a  p o s it io n  which had 
not e x is te d  p r io r  to  t h a t  tim e.
Coxe was very  unhappy about t h i s  t r a n s f e r ;  he re s ig n e d ; and, in  
th e  e le c t io n  o f  19^0 , he was a su c ce ss fu l can d id a te  fo r  th e  o f f ic e  
o f  S ta te  Superin tenden t o f  Pub lic  Education.
An a r t i c l e  which appeared in  th e  New Orleans Item  on A p ril 17, 19^6, 
quoted Superin tenden t Coxe as fo llo w s:
I  became tagged w ith  th e  la b e l  o f  a  co n serv a tiv e  in  education  a t  a 
tim e when "p ro g ress iv e  education" was in  sway. I  was a  p ro g ress iv e  
a l l  th e  tim e . Only I  d id n 't  go as f a r  as some o f  them. I  b e lie v e  
we should ho ld  onto some o f  th e  o ld e r th in g s . My p o s it io n  was in  
th e  middle ro ad  o f p ro g ress iv ism . But my p o s it io n  and views were 
m isrep resen ted  to  Mr. H a rr is .
In  re fe ren c e  to  curricu lum  and development and th e  co n tro v e rsy .
Dr. E. B. R obert, Dean Em eritus o f  th e  College o f  Education , Louisiana
39ibid.
^% inns S. R obertson, P ub lic  Education in  L ou isiana A fte r  I 898. 
Published  by th e  Bureau o f  E ducational M ateria ls  and R esearch , College o f 
Education , Louisiana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , 1952, p . 222.
^%ew O rleans Item , A p ril 17, 19*^6, p . 2.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
lU
s ta t e  U n iv e rs ity  c o n tra s te d  th e  th re e  p o in ts  o f  view p rev e la n t a t  th a t  
t im e: co n v e rsâ tiv e  o r  t r a d i t i o n a l  p o in t  o f  view , m iddle o f  th e  ro ad
p o in t o f  view and th e  advanced o r modem p o in ts  of view . The c o n se rv a tiv e s , 
f o r  example, b e lie v e  th a t  "Education i s  a p rep a ra tio n  fo r  l a t e r  l i f e . "
The advanced o r  modern p o in t o f  view i s  th a t  "Education i s  l iv in g  here  
and now." The m iddle o f  th e  road  b e lie v e  t h a t  th e  curricu lum  i s  "To be 
e s ta b lis h e d  through an experim ental program o f education  f le x ib le  enough 
to  meet th e  needs and in te r e s t s  o f  c h ild re n  in  v a rio u s  l o c a l i t i e s ;  to  
conserve th e  goal in  th e  o ld ;  to  in co rp o ra te  th e  b e s t  in  th e  new; and to  
encourage in d iv id u a l  p u p il and tea c h e r  i n i t i a t i v e .
E. B. R obert, when questioned  on Coxe's d ism issa l from th e  S ta te  
Department o f  E ducation , p refaced  h is  remarks by saying he voted  fo r  
Mr. H a rris  in  19^0 and fo r  Mr. Coxe in  19^*^. In  h is  e x p la n a tio n , he 
commented:
I  do not know a l l  th e  c ircum stances surrounding  Mr. H a r r is 's  
d ism is sa l o f  Mr. Coxe from th e  S ta te  Department o f  E ducation. I  do 
know th a t  p a r t  o f  th e  p ic tu re  was th e  f iv e  y ea r program o f curricu lum  
development o f  which S u p erin ten d en t.H arris  had desig n a ted  Mr. A. M. 
Hopper, S ta te  S uperin tenden t o f Elementary Schoo ls, as D irec to r and 
Dean C. A. Iv es  o f  th e  L ouisiana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  College o f  Education 
had d es ig n a ted  me as c o -d ir e c to r .  Mr. Coxe d id  n o t agree w ith  many 
o f th e  th in g s  t h a t  were being  done in  t h i s  program and he l e t  i t  be 
known th a t  he d id  not ag re e . The b e s t example o f  t h i s  i s  th e  speech 
th a t  Mr. Coxe made b e fo re  th e  curricu lum  study group in  which he s ta te d  
h i s  b e l i e f s  and co n v ic tio n s  very  c le a r ly .  I  do n o t r e c a l l  e x a c tly  
th e  s ta tu s  o f  Mr. Coxe w ith  Mr. H a rris  a t  t h i s  t im e , b u t I  do have 
th e  d e f in i te  o p in ion  th a t  he had a lre a d y  been f i r e d  o r was on h i s  way 
o u t a t  t h i s  t im e .^3
^^The L ife  and Work o f E. B. (Ted) R o b ert. The Bureau o f  Educa­
t io n a l  M a te ria ls  and Research, C ollege o f  E ducation , Louisiana S ta te  
U n iv e rs i ty ,  Baton Rouge, L o u is ian a , 1972.
^3e . b . R obert, p e rso n a l in te rv ie w . May 30, 197^.
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A fte r  h is  d ism issa l from th e  S ta te  Department o f  E ducation , Coxe 
a tten d ed  L ouisiana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  and Ohio S ta te  U n iv e rs ity . A fte r  
com pleting p rep a ra tio n s  fo r  th e  a c q u is i tio n  o f  a  te rm in a l degree a t  Ohio 
S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , he was approached by p o l i t i c a l  f r ie n d s  to  seek th e  
o f f ic e  o f  S ta te  Superin tendent o f  E ducation. L a te r  th e  news media provided 
added encouragement, and f i n a l ly ,  w ith  th e  endorsement o f  Sam H. Jo n es, 
h is  campaign became very  s o lid .
Mrs. Coxe r e la te d  th e  even ts o f  th e  day when Coxe made th e  
d ec is io n  to  run:
John E. had been approached by r e p re s e n ta tiv e s  o f  Ohio S ta te  
U n iv e rs ity  to  re tu rn  th e re  to  complete h is  work on h is  d o c to ra te .  
Everything had been s e t .  He l e f t  th e  house in  th e  morning w ithout 
saying v ery  much. When he re tu rn e d  in  th e  evening he sa id  t h a t  he 
was going to  run fo r  S ta te  Superin tendent o f  E du ca tio n .^5
^^The D aily  A d v e r tise r, L a fa y e tte , L o u is ian a , September lU , ig h o ,
p . U.
^^Mrs. Hazel Grimm Coxe, p e rso n a l in te rv ie w . May 29 , 197^.
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CHAPTER II I
JOHN E. COXE, STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION; I 9U0 TO I 9UU 
I .  ELECTION TO OFFICE
Coxe’s campaign fo r  s ta t e  su p erin ten d en t was tim e ly . There was 
an apparen t clamor fo r  a  change in  g en e ra l governance in  L ou isiana . This 
was proved w ith  th e  e le c t io n  o f th e  Honorable Sam H. Jones.
What kind  o f a  p o l i t ic i a n  was Coxe? An expression  by Robert 
Moncla who claim ed to  have known Coxe "very w e ll"  was: "He was a  good
school man. He was an average p o l i t i c i a n ,  not o u t g o i n g . A d d e d  to  
th ese  comments was a statem ent by V. J .  Roux: "He was rese rv e d ; not
n e c e s s a r ily  a  hand-shaker. His planned program fo r  people in  education  
more n e a rly  met w ith  t h e i r  d e s ir e s .  He appeared to  some people to  have a  
c e r ta in  a lo o fn e ss , due to  h is  n a tu re . As I  knew him q u ite  w e l l,  I  do not 
agree w ith  t h i s .  The s ta te  needed a  su p erin ten d en t w ith  a new philosophy. 
Coxe o ffe re d  t h i s  in  t h i s  campaign. His s is te r - in - la w ,  N e ttie  M ilton 
Coxe (Mrs. S i la s  Coxe) o f  Watson, L ou is ian a , s ta te d ,  "He was a  r e a l  school
man, very  h o n est. He r e a l ly  w a sn 't  a  p o l i t i c i a n . ..1|8
Lafourche P a r is h , L ou isiana, du ring  Coxe's ten u re  in  Thibodaux, L o u is ian a , 
May 28, 1974.
^°ifrs. N e ttie  M ilton Coxe, p e rso n a l in te rv ie w . May 30, 1974.
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The campaign fo r  L ouisiana s ta t e  lea d e rsh ip  du ring  1939 was 
vigorous. The m ajor alignm ents fo r  S ta te  S uperin tendent o f  Education 
p i t t e d  Superin tenden t T. H. H a rr is ,  supported by th e  L eche-M aestri-Earl 
Long t i c k e t ,  opposed by John E. Coxe, endorsed by Sam H. Jones.
Some b i t t e rn e s s  was r e f le c te d  in  th e  campaign r e s u l t in g  from 
Coxe’s d ism issa l by Superin tendent H a rr is . The H arris  camp was g e n e ra lly  
s a t i s f i e d  to  depend on th e  p a s t reco rd  o f t h e i r  t r i e d  and su ccessfu l 
cand idate  and th e  l im ita t io n s  o f  th e  opponent. On th e  o th er hand, th e  Coxe 
fo rc e s  r e l i e d  on th e  clamor fo r  change in  governance o f  Louisiana and th e  
age and th e  unpopular a l l ia n c e s  o f  th e  opponent.
The  H o n o r a b le  Sam H . J o n e s  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  r e l a t i v e  t o  
t h e  .c a m p a ig n  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m a n n e r:
I  s u p p o r te d  J o h n  E . C oxe v i g o r o u s l y  i n  Ip U O  w he n  we s u c c e e d e d  i n  
e l e c t i n g  h im .  He d i d  a  c r e d i t a b le  j o b  u n t i l ,  i n  m y o p i n i o n ,  we s p l i t  
o n  p o l i c y ,  a n d  t h e n  I  fo u n d  i t  im p o s s ib le  t o  g o  a lo n g  w i t h  l i im  i n  h i s  
b i d  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n .  (S e e  A p p e n d ix  D )
T h e  l e t t e r  c o n t a in e d  n o t  o n ly  d i r e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  f o r m e r  
C to v e rn o r J o n e s 's  e n d o rs e m e n t o f  C o x e , b u t  a l s o  a  s ta te m e n t  o f  a n  in d i c a t e d  
c o n t r o v e r s y  b e tw e e n  t h e  tw o .  C o n c e r n in g  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  K . B . R o b e r t  
r e p l i e d :
%  e x p lan a tio n  o f  th e  comment made by form er Governor Sam Jones 
in  h is  l e t t e r  o f  February 15, 197̂ +» to  ilr . Weimer i s  th a t  I4r. Coxe 
was a man o f s tro n g  c h a ra c te r  and high p r in c ip le  and had made up h is  
mind th a t  he was going to  be th e  S ta te  Superin tenden t of Public 
Education in  f a c t  as w ell as in  name. îfr. Coxe's a sso c ia tio n  w ith  the  
Jones reform  t ic k e t  was a m arriage o f convenience and not n e c e s s a r ily  
o f love s in ce  th e  campaign o f 19^0 was fought l a rg e ly  on th e  su b jec t 
o f scandals during  th e  Huey Long a d m in is tra tio n . Former S ta te  
Superin tenden t o f  Education T. H. H arris  d id  no t b reak  w ith  th e  Long 
a d m in is tra tio n  b u t c a s t  h is  l o t  w ith  E arl Long and o th ers  prom inently  
id e n t i f i e d  w ith  Huey P. Long. A fte r  S uperin tenden t Coxe was e le c te d .
^Saia II. Jo n es, l e t t e r  to  th e  w r i te r ,  February 25, 197̂ »̂
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Governor Jones undertook to  run  th e  o f f ic e  o f  S ta te  S uperin tendent o f  
E ducation as v e i l  as th e  o f f ic e s  o f  o th e r  e le c te d  and appoin ted  
o f f i c i a l s .  Governor Jones in v ite d  Dr. W. B. Hatcher to  he th e  
A ss is ta n t S uperin tendent o f  E ducation v ith o u t  co n fe rr in g  w ith  Super­
in ten d en t Coxe on t h i s  su b je c t.  When Dr. Hatcher spoke to  Coxe 
about th e  appointm ent and lea rn e d  th a t  Mr. Coxe knew noth ing  about 
th e  m a tte r ,  he prom ptly withdrew h is  name from any co n s id e ra tio n  fo r  
a  p o s it io n  in  th e  S ta te  Department o f  E ducation. L a te r  Governor Sam 
Jones succeeded in  persuading  Mr. Coxe to  employ Dr. Joe F a rra r  in  
th e  S ta te  Department o f  Education , bu t Dr. F a r ra r  was tho rough ly  lo y a l  
to  Mr. Coxe and never r e s o r te d  to  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  in sp ire d  by th e  
Governor o r  anyone e ls e .  As a  m atte r  o f  f a c t ,  when Dr. F a rra r  became 
P re sid e n t o f  L ouisiana Normal C o llege, he announced to  everyone th a t  
he was going to  run  th a t  i n s t i t u t io n  w ithout re fe ren c e  to  th e  p o l i t i c a l  
a f f i l i a t i o n  o f anyone e i th e r  in  th e  Sam Jones o r  th e  Huey Long camp.^®
The p latfo rm  o f  John E. Coxe con ta ined  th o se  b e l i e f s  t h a t  he had 
emphasized aga in  and ag a in . From a c o o p era tiv e  p o in t o f  view he s ta te d  h is  
p la tfo rm  using  "we" as c o n tra s te d  w ith  " I " .  For example, i t  was s ta te d  
as fo llo w s;
We do not propose only  to  d e p o l i t ic a l iz e  our schoo ls and to  s h ie ld  
them from g r a f te r s  and spoilsm en; we propose a c o n s tru c tiv e  p la tfo rm  
o f  improvement and o f p ro g re ss , a  p la tfo rm  looking  toward a  b e t t e r  
s e rv ic e  from th e  schools to  th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h i s  s ta t e .
We promise h o nesty , b u sin ess  management and p ro fe s s io n a l  d i re c t io n ;  
w aste and g r a f t  w i l l  s to p ; schoo ls and c o lle g e s  w i l l  re c e iv e  a l l  th e  
revenue th a t  i s  due them. Trade schools w i l l  be developed; te a c h e r  
ten u re  and re tire m en t w i l l  rem ain as th ey  a re ;  tea c h e rs  w i l l  be b e t t e r  
p a id ;  f re e  tex tbooks and school su p p lie s  w i l l  c o n tin u e ; f re e  lunches 
fo r  th e  needy; school funding w i l l  be stren g th en ed ; and b e t t e r  te a c h e rs  
w i l l  be p ro v id ed .^  (See Appendix E)
The e le c t io n  took p lac e . In  th e  second prim ary Coxe d e fea ted  
H arris  by over te n  thousand v o tes .
Thomas H. H a r r is ,  appoin ted  S ta te  Superin tenden t o f  P ub lic  
E ducation in  I 906 by Governor J .  Y. S anders, served  f o r  tw enty y e a rs  w ith ­
out th e  n e c e ss i ty  o f  going b e fo re  th e  e le c to ra te  to  face  ein opponent.
50e . B. R obert, p e rso n a l in te rv ie w . May 30, 197^.
51statem ent concerning p latfo rm  o f  John E. Coxe (See Appendix E ).
52Minns, S. Robertson, P ublic  Education in  L ouisiana A fte r  1898. 
Pub lished  by th e  Bureau o f E ducational M a te ria ls  and R esearch , C ollege o f  
E ducation , L ouisiana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , 1952, p . 222.
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His o p p o s itio n  in  th e  1928, 1932, and 1936 e le c t io n s  vas m inor. However, 
along th e  way th e re  was mounting unadvoidable a l ie n a tio n  among some o f 
h is  p ro fe s s io n a l  and p o l i t i c a l  adm irers . And, as in  th e  case when a  
p u b lic  o f f i c i a l  rem ains in  o f f ic e  over a  long  continuous perio d  o f  tim e , 
some people develop a  d e s ire  fo r  a  change, even though th e  incum bent's work 
was considered  o u ts ta n d in g . The o p p o sitio n  g en era ted  from t h i s ,  added 
to  o th e r  c o n s id e ra t io n s , le d  to  H a r r is 's  d e fe a t in  19^0 and th e  e le c t io n  
o f  John E. Coxe to  th e  s ta t e  superin tendency.
In  h is  memoirs completed in  19^1» S uperin tenden t H arris  r e f e r r e d  
to  th e  e le c t io n  in  term s o f  th e  fo llow ing  comments;
I  had d e f in i te ly  decided  no t to  o f fe r  fo r  r e - e le c t io n  in  th e  
191*0 e le c t io n s ,  b u t wished to  r e t i r e  to  p r iv a te  l i f e . . . I  should not 
have en te red  th e  rac e  fo r  e le c t io n  to  ano ther t e r m . . . I  was sev en ty , 
and I  had been in  o f f ic e  th ir ty - tw o  y e a rs . I t  was tim e to  stand  
on th e  s id e  l in e s  and watch th e  w orld go by. But my p ro fe s s io n a l  and
p o l i t i c a l  f r ie n d s  i n s i s te d  t h a t  I  s ta y  w ith  them a l i t t l e  lo n g e r ,
and f in a l ly ,  a g a in s t  my b e t te r  judgment I  e n te re d  th e  ra c e .
There were fo u r can d id a tes  fo r  Governor and th re e  fo r  S uperin tendent 
o f  E ducation. Our t i c k e t  lacked  te n  o r tw elve thousand v o tes  o f  
e le c t io n  in  th e  f i r s t  p rim ary , and we were d e fe a ted  in  th e  second by 
about t h a t  m a jo r ity . Why? Because th e  v o tes  o f  th e  d e fea ted  can d id a tes  
in  th e  f i r s t  prim ary went to  our opponents in  th e  ru n -o f f .
There a re  no a l i b i e s  -  no sta tem en ts  o f  th e  is s u e s  -  no es tim a te  
o f  th e  s u c ce ss fu l can d id a tes  -  and d e c id ed ly , no r e g r e ts .  I  am 
d e lig h te d  th a t  I  was d e fe a ted . I  am happy to  e n te r  p r iv a te  l i f e .  I
would n o t have i t  o th erw ise . I  was r e a l ly  rew arded fo r  my m istake
o f  o f fe r in g  fo r  r e - e le c t io n .
L a ter  Mr. H a rris  added:
I  approach my seventy-second b ir th d a y  in  March o f  19l*l, a f t e r  
n e a rly  a  y ear o f  w atching from th e  s id e  l in e s  th e  p assin g  o f  even ts 
in  L ouisiana and th e  r e s t  o f th e  w orld. And a  so rry  sp e c ta c le  i t  i s .
53rbid.
5^The Memoirs o f  T. H. H a r r is . Bureau o f  E ducational M ate ria ls  
and R esearch , L ou isiana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , Baton Rouge, L o u is ian a , 1963 ,
p . 191 .
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In  Louisiana th e re  i s  p o l i t i c a l  s t r i f e ,  h a tre d , and p e rse c u tio n ; in  
th e  r e s t  o f  th e  w orld, a rM es on th e  march, co n cen tra tio n  camps, 
d e s tru c tio n , and d e a t h . . .
Then he added fu r th e r :
. . . I  have seen a  g re a t  school system developed from no th in g . I  
l ik e  to  th in k  th a t  I ,  p erh ap s , c o n tr ib u te d  a l i t t l e  to  i t s  c re a t io n
...56
In  read ing  th e  memoirs o f  t h i s  S ta te  education  le a d e r ,  i t  was 
no ted  w ith  i n te r e s t  th e  lac k  o f  mention o f  John E. Coxe, who served  w ith  
Superin tendent H arris  from 1920 to  1939 and ro se  from A ss is ta n t S ta te  
Elementary S upervisor to  th e  lo f ty  p o s it io n  o f  S ta te  Superin tenden t o f  
E ducation.
I I .  EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS
What views and goa ls d id  th e  new sup erin ten d en t re p re se n t  fo r  
th e  S t a te ’s p u b lic  school system? E arly  in  h is  ten u re  o f  o f f i c e ,  Coxe 
s ta te d :
I  wish to  preach to  th e  people o f  Louisiana not a  d o c tr in e  o f  
ignoble  ease b u t a  d o c tr in e  o f  t r i a l  and e f f o r t ,  o f  success based 
on honesty and m erit. We should b rav e ly  face  th e  l i f e  o f  b i t t e r  
s tru g g le  and e f f o r t ,  r e s o lu te  to  do our d u ^ ,  w e ll and m anfully , 
r e s o lu te  to  y e t to  use p r a c t ic a l  m ethods.5 i
I t  i s  my opin ion  th a t  su b je c t m atte r  and a t t i tu d e  should be 
s tre s se d  eq u a lly . M astery o f  su b je c t m atte r  i s  th e  key to  improved 
teach in g . C hildren should work h a rd . The h a b it o f  m astery  i s  a very  
f in e  h a b it ,  i t  co lo rs  o n e 's  l i f e .  The c h ild  who has lea rn e d  m astery 
o f  h im se lf and h is  ta sk s  has lea rn e d  one o f l i f e ' s  g re a t  l e s s o n s .5
5 5 ib id . , pp. 191- 192. 5 6 i t i a . ,  p . 193 .
57Moming Advocate, May 26, 1940, p . 9C.
5®Louisiana Schools, Journal o f  the Louisiana Teachers Association, 
Vol. XVIII, September, 1940, p . 24.
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R eorganization  o f  th e  S ta te  Department o f  Education in  both  
s tru c tu re  and p ersonnel was one o f  S uperin tendent Coxe' s f i r s t  a c tio n s .
This was e f fe c te d  a t  th e  opening o f th e  1940-4l school se ss io n .
The departm ent was organized  in  term s o f th re e  m ajor d iv is io n s  as  
fo llo w s: (1) A dm in istra tion  and F inance, headed by John M. Foote,
(2) In s t ru c t io n  and S uperv ision , under E. R. Ewerz, and (3) Higher Educa­
t io n ,  in clu d in g  co lle g e s  and s p e c ia l  sc h o o ls , under Joe F a r ra r .  Under 
each d iv is io n s  were s p e c ia l i s t  in  th e  academic a re a s .  In  t h i s  s e ss io n  
th e re  were t h i r ty - e ig h t  members in  th e  S ta te  Department o f  Education.
Another s ig n if ic a n t  development which occurred  during  Coxe’s f i r s t  
term  was concerned w ith  changes in  th e  procedure fo r  e s ta b lis h in g  a  s ta t e  
board  fo r  c o n tro l  o f  p u b lic  education .
E arly  du ring  Coxe' s te n u re , l e g i s la t io n  was passed  which provided  
f o r  a  popu lar vo te  e le c t io n  o f  a l l  members o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f E ducation , 
one from each o f  th e  e ig h t co n g ress io n a l d i s t r i c t s  and one from each o f 
th e  Pub lic  S erv ice  Commission d is t r ic ts .^ ®
In  June 19^^, th e  S ta te  Board o f  Education approved th e  e s ta b l is h ­
ment o f  th e  tw elve-g rade system fo r  L o u i s i a n a .S u p e r in t e n d e n t  Coxe 
favored  t h i s  movement, and he worked f o r  th e  passage and im plem entation 
o f  t h i s  program. This was one o f  th e  p lanks in  h is  p la tfo rm .
Again in  19^^ th e  L ouisiana L e g is la tu re  s e t  up th e  f i r s t  e f f e c t iv e  
l e g i s la t io n  fo r  compulsory school a tten d an ce . This l e g i s la t io n  req u ired
5 % in e ty -F ir s t  Annual R eport, L ou isiana S ta te  Department o f 
E ducation , 1939-UO.
^®C. W. H ilto n , Donald E. Shipp and J .  Berton G rem illion , The 
Development o f  P ublic  Education in  L o u is ian a . Baton Rouge : Louisiana
S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , 1965, p . 25.
E ducation , 19̂ 13-UU.
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a l l  c h ild ren  w ith in  c e r ta in  age l im i t s  to  a tte n d  a  p u b lic  o r p r iv a te  day 
school fo r  180 days each y ea r.^^
The growth o f th e  p u p il popu latio n  during Coxe' s ten u re  from 1940 
to  1948 was com paratively  sm all. In  th e  1939-40 school se ss io n  th e re  were 
298,455 w hite and 174,649 negro s tu d e n ts  in  a l l  sc h o o ls , a  t o t a l  o f 
473,104.^^  In  th e  1947-48 se ss io n  th e re  were 332,250 w hite and 190,351 
negro fo r  a  t o t a l  o f  522, 601, an o v e r - a l l  growth o f  49,497 students.^**
When John E. Coxe took o f f ic e  in  1940 funds a v a ila b le  to  h is  o f f ic e  
f o r  th e  y ear amounted to  $14,137,112«30, le s s  than  $ l6  p e r c h ild . In  1947-48 
th e  amount in creased  to  $33,262,863.33 o r $22.50 per c h ild .
According to  Coxe m oderation in  making funds a v a ila b le  fo r  education  
was d isp lay ed  by lawmakers during  th e  war y e a rs .
However, th e  S ta te  Department o f  Education was l e f t  alone and 
th e  only  m ajor c o n tac t made by th e  departm ent w ith  th e  l e g i s la tu r e  was when 
funds were needed to  promote a sound program.
S a la r ie s  o f  tea c h e rs  in  p u b lic  schools in creased  n o tic e a b ly  from 
th e  1939-40 to  th e  1947-48 se ss io n . In  1939-40 w hite elem entary tea c h e rs  
rece iv ed  an average o f  $936.64 p e r y e a r; negro , $359*38. In  1947-48, 
w hite elem entary tea c h e rs  rece iv ed  $2378.94; negro , $1473.6o. White high 
school tea c h e rs  rece iv ed  $1265.59 and negro $617. l4  in  1939-40. Dy 1947-48,
Education , 1943-44.
^ ^N in e ty -F irst and N inety-N inth Annual R eports , L ouisiana S ta te  
Department o f  Education.
°^John E. Coxe, perso n al in te rv ie w , February 19, 1968.
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white higli school tea c h e rs  rece iv ed  $2727.27; negro , $189^.27. The 
gen era l average fo r  negro tea c h e rs  was $377 .06 in  1939- 1*0 and $1536.83  in  
191*7-1*8. For w hite tea c h e rs  th e  average in  1939-1*0 was $101*1*.89 and 
$21*99.21  in  191*7- 1*8.^7
Of major importance in  th e  development o f  education  in  L ouisiana 
during t h i s  p e rio d  was th e  p rep a ra tio n  o f te a c h e rs .  L ouisiana improved 
th e  s tan d ard s  fo r  c e r t i f i c a t io n  during  19l*0 r e q u ir in g  a  b a c h e lo r 's  degree 
fo r  both  e lem entary and secondary te a c h e rs .  In  19l*0, f i f t y  per cen t o f 
a l l  te a c h e rs  had four o r more years o f  c o lle g e . This in creased  to  s ix ty -  
two p e r c en t in  19hB.^^
According to  a p u b lic a tio n  issu e d  by Superin tendent Coxe, a s ta t e  
program in au g u ra tin g  an in -s e rv ic e  program fo r  w hite and negro tea c h e rs  
was i n s t i t u t e d  and a  s e r ie s  o f  p a rish  work conferences fo r  white and negro 
tea c h e rs  were conducted in  seven p a rish e s  du rin g  th e  summer of 1 9 l* l* .  For 
t h i s  purpose th e  S ta te  Board o f Education g ran ted  th e  sum o f $ll*,500.^^
I I I .  ACTIVITIES IN RELATION TO WORLD WAR I I
P r io r  to  th e  United S ta te s  e n try  in to  World War I I ,  Louisiana 
Jo ined  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  n a tio n  in  g iv in g  sp e c ia l  a t t e n tio n  to  th e  N ationa l 
Defense Program. The S ta te  Department o f  Education in augura ted  a  s t a t e ­
wide program fo r  th e  sp e c ia l  t ra in in g  o f youth in  v o c a tio n a l co u rses  in  
s ta te -su p p o rte d  tra d e  sch o o ls . N ational youth ad m in is tra tio n  schoo ls
Department o f  Education.
Department o f  Education.
Louisiana Education in  Wartime. B u lle t in  o f  th e  Louisiana S ta te  
Department o f  Education , v o l. 3 , No. 3 , Septem ber, 19l*l*.
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op era ted  in  n e a rly  every p a r is h . Members o f  th e  S ta te  Department o f  
Education were a ssigned  to  th ese  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and a  s e p a ra te  s e c tio n  o f 
c l e r ic a l  and a u d ito r  p ersonnel was provided  to  meet th e  needs. These 
n a tio n a l  defense a c t i v i t i e s  were c a r r ie d  on in  complete coopera tion  w ith 
th e  United S ta te s  O ffice  o f  E ducation , and a l l  c o s ts  in c id e n t to  th ese  
programs were p a id  from Federa l funds.
In  th e  19^2-143 school s e ss io n , schools were engaged in  an a l l -  
out e f f o r t  to  a id  th e  war program. A "War Production  T ra in ing  Program ," 
th e  readjustm ent o f  h igh-schoo l cu rricu lum , and th e  o rg an iz a tio n  o f  th e  
"High-School V ictory  Corps" c o n s ti tu te d  examples o f  programs th a t  were 
developed.
Not a l l  th a t  t ra n s p ir e d  was p o s it iv e  fo r  a  sound S ta te  e d u catio n al 
program. In th e  19^43-UU school se ss io n  two problems were e v id e n t. School 
a ttendance  was lowered because many boys and g i r l s  in  th e  upper-age 
b rack e ts  l e f t  school to  accept p o s it io n s  o f  r e s p o n s ib il i ty  which were 
u su a lly  f i l l e d  by a d u lts .  The o th er problem cen tered  around tea c h e r  
sh o rtag es. Teaching s ta f f s  were in c re a sin g ly  d ep le ted  by w ithdraw al o f 
tea c h e rs  to  accept r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  e i th e r  in  th e  armed fo rc e s  o r in  
p o s it io n s  in  c iv i l ia n  w ar-production  c e n te rs .^ ^
In  19*42 a re p o r t  by J .  E. Lombard, S upervisor o f  Teacher T ra in ing  
and C e r t i f ic a t io n ,  in d ic a te d  th a t  in  th e  p e rio d  Ju s t  p r io r  to  th e  war 
213 out o f  850 mathematics tea c h e rs  in  th e  S ta te  lacked  th e  minimum of
"^^N inety-First Annual R eport, Louisiana S ta te  Department o f  
Education (l939-*^0 s e ss io n ).
^% in e ty -F o u rth  Annual R eport, Louisiana S ta te  Department o f  
Education (l9*42-*43 se s s io n ) .
^^N in e ty -F ifth  Annual R eport, Louisiana S ta te  Department o f  
Education (l9*43-*4*4 se ss io n ).
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tw elve sem ester hours o f  c o lleg e  t r a in in g .  He rep o r ted  th a t  th e  war e f f o r t  
had exhausted  th e  su rp lu s  o f  th re e  o r fo u r thousand in  a l l  f i e l d s ,  and 
th a t  th e  s ta t e  was seeking a s s is ta n c e  o f  form er te a c h e rs  as Act 213 o f  
1932 had removed th e  le g a l  r ig h t  to  is s u e  emergency c e r t i f i c a t e s .^ ^
In  re fe re n c e  to  Superin tendent Coxe' s s tan d  on c e r t i f i c a t io n  and 
req u irem en ts , J .  W. B r o u i l l e t t e ,  who served  in  th e  S ta te  Department o f  
Education as D irec to r  o f  Teacher E ducation and C e r t i f ic a t io n  s ta te d :
During h i s  ad m in is tra tio n  as S ta te  S uperin tenden t o f  Education ,
Mr. Coxe in s t ru c te d  th e  incumbent D irec to r  o f  Teacher Education and 
C e r t i f ic a t io n  to  issu e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  o n ly  to  th o se  a p p lic a n ts  who 
met th e  f u l l  requirem ents fo r  c e r t i f i c a t io n  as e s ta b lish e d  by th e  
S ta te  Board o f Education. S uperin tenden t Coxe y ie ld e d  to  no req u e s t 
made fo r  p a r t i c u l a r  cases recommended.
The only  d e p a rtu re  from f u l l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  was th e  re in s ta te m e n t 
o f  ex p ired  c e r t i f i c a t e s  fo r  a  y ear on th e  b a s is  o f  th e  recommendations o f 
th e  p a r is h  su p e rin te n d e n t, g iv in g  th e  h o ld er tim e to  earn  th e  c re d i ts  
t h a t  form p a r t  o f  th e  requirem ent fo r  ex ten s io n .
IV. ELECTION OF 19kk
The Honorable Jimmie H. D avis, form er Governor o f  L ou isiana , 
exp lained  Coxe' s s tro n g  p o s it io n  in  h is  second rac e  fo r  S ta te  Superin tenden t 
o f  Education in  th e  fo llow ing  s ta tem en ts: (See Appendix F)
I  remember th e  l a t e  John E. Coxe w e l l,  having campaigned w ith  him 
in  I 9U3 when he was a  cand idate  fo r  S ta te  Superin tenden t o f  Education , 
and I  was a  can d id a te  fo r  Governor o f  L ou isiana.
^^Louisiana Education in  W artime, op. c i t . ,  p . 15.
^ ^J . W. B r o u i l l e t t e ,  p e rso n a l in te rv ie w , June 3 , 197^. 
^^L ouisiana E ducation in  Wetrtime, op. c i t . ,  p . 15.
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We were both  su ccess fu l in  our r a c e s ,  and we served  to g e th e r  from 
191*4 to  1948.
I  remember him to  be an h o n e s t, cap ab le , and co n sc ien tio u s  p u b lic  
s e rv a n t. He was d ed ica ted  to  th e  improvement o f  our system o f  p u b lic  
education  in  L ou isiana. His background as an educator allow ed him 
to  make c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  p u b lic  education  th a t  helped  la y  th e  founda­
t io n  fo r  th e  system we have today.To
A Baton Rouge newspaper Louisiana Labor Leader re le a se d  a  sta tem ent 
which expressed th e  views o f th e  media a t  t h i s  tim e concerning Coxe' s b id  
fo r  r e - e le c t io n  :
Mr. Coxe has a  c lean  reco rd  so f a r  as we a re  a b le  to  a s c e r ta in .
He has developed th e  r u r a l  schoo ls and supported  v o c a tio n a l t r a in in g .  
During h is  a d m in is tra tio n  th e  schools have been f re e d  from d e b t . ' '
One o f th e  s tre n g th s  o f  Coxe' s p o s it io n  as a cand idate  f o r  r e -  
e le c t io n  in  1944 was h is  success in  secu rin g  d ed ica ted  funds fo r  educatio n . 
S uperin tendent Coxe rep ea ted  what he had s ta te d  e a r l i e r ;
The g re a te s t  accomplishment o f  my a d m in is tra tio n  was t h a t  o f 
e s ta b lis h in g  and in c re a sin g  th e  S ta te  school funds through C o n stitu ­
t io n a l  d e d ic a tio n  o f  severance ta x e s  and through s p e c if ic  ap p ro p ria ­
t io n s  to  th e  S ta te  P ub lic  School F u n d . ( S e e  Appendix G)
The 1943-44 S ta te  Democratic Prim ary took p lac e  on January 18,
1944. With f iv e  cand ida tes running in  th e  f i r s t  p rim ary , th e  r e s u l ts  were 
as  fo llow s: John E. Coxe, l6 0 ,8 8 0 ; Lether E. P ra za r , 174,205; W. H. M ille r ,
40,219; H. L. Campbell, 4 6 ,8 4 l; and L. P. Terrebonne, 24,655» In  th e  ru n ­
o f f  between Coxe and F raza r on February 29 , 1944, th e  r e s u l t s  were: Coxe,
237,709 and F ra za r , 219,939-
TTLouisiana Labor Leader, Baton Rouge, L o u is ian a , September 16 , 
1943, p. 3.
TQjohn E. Coxe, p e rso n a l in te rv ie w , February , 1970.
T^The Times Picayune, March 8 , 1944, p . 10.
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JOHN E. COXE, STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION:
191^4 TO I 9 U 8
An e d i to r ia l  comment published  in  "L ouisiana S ch o o ls,” in  A p ril 
19^^, co n tr ib u te d  one s ig n if ic a n t  ev a lu a tio n  o f  Coxe's f i r s t  fo u r year 
term  as s ta t e  su p e rin ten d en t o f  education:
In  being  r e - e le c te d  to  th e  o f f ic e  o f  S ta te  Superin tendent o f  
P ub lic  E ducation , Honorable John E. Coxe has rece iv ed  p u b lic  
commendation fo r  th e  success o f  h is  p u b lic  school ad m in is tra tio n  
d uring  th e  p a s t fo u r y e a rs . More than  t h i s  a  vo te  o f  Confidence 
i s  expressed  in  h is  a b i l i t y  and w il l  con tinue an im portant r o le  o f  
p u b lic  s e rv ic e  worthy o f  th e  t r u s t  reposed in  him.
We f e e l  t h a t  no need e x is ts  fo r  a  s p e c ia l  appeal to  school people 
fo r  support o f  an e d u catio n al program under th e  lea d e rsh ip  and 
d ire c t io n  o f S uperin tendent Coxe. A sense o f  d u ty , knowledge o f  
th e  v a lu es  in  coopera tion  and s tre n g th  in  u n i ty ,  and consciousness o f 
t r u s t  should supply th e  motive and c re a te  th e  d e s ire  to  form a s o lid  
company fo r  ed u ca tio n a l advancement in  th e  S t a te . C e rta in ly  th e  
needs o f  education  demand no le s s  th an  th is .° ®
During th e  19^3-^4 school sess io n  th e re  were many p ro je c ts  th a t
had s ig n if ic a n c e  in  th e  S t a te 's  ed u catio n al program. Included were th e
p rep a ra tio n  o f  p lan s  fo r  th e  inaugura tion  o f  th e  tw elve-grade school
program , th e  p rep a ra tio n  fo r  extending v o c a tio n a l ed u catio n , a  continued
study  o f  th e  p lan s  fo r  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f th e  e q u a liz a tio n  fund, and th e
in v ita t io n  o f  p lan s  fo r  making o rg an iz a tio n a l s tu d ie s  o f  th e  v a rio u s  school 
81
^'^Louisiana S chools. Jo u rn a l o f  th e  Louisiana Teachers A sso c ia tio n , 
v o l. XXI, A p r i l ,  1944, p . IT .
^^N in e ty -F ifth  Annual R eport, Louisiana S ta te  Department o f
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In  th e  e a r ly  days o f  th e  1944 L e g is la tiv e  S essio n , ap p ro p ria tio n s  
were made to  in c re a se  s a la r ie s  o f school employees making i t  p o ss ib le  to  
r e t a in  th e se  employees in  th e  school system and compensate f o r  th e  r is in g  
c o s t o f  liv ing .® ^
The 1944-45 school se ss io n  rep o r ted  a d d it io n a l  p ro g ress  in  th e  
tw elve-grade school program. During th e  y e a r ,  th e  su p e rv iso ry  s t a f f  o f  
th e  S ta te  Department of Education p repared  courses o f  study  fo r  th e  seventh  
and e ig h th  g rades, as th ese  grades were a ffe c te d  f a r  more th an  Einy o th e r  
grade le v e l  by th e  t r a n s i t i o n .  Improvements were made in  v o ca tio n a l 
e d u catio n al courses o ffe re d  even though th e re  was a  sho rtag e  o f  tea c h e rs  
in  t h i s  im portant f ie ld .
Even w ith  th e  f u l l  impact o f  World War I I ,  th e  second term  o f  
S uperin tendent Coxe was i n i t i a t e d  w ith  se v e ra l im portant movements. The 
change from th e  ap po in tive  membership o f  th e  th re e  members o f  th e  S ta te  
Board o f Education from th e  th re e  P ub lic  Serv ice  Commission d i s t r i c t s  was 
not adopted u n t i l  November 5, 1946, and th e  e le c t io n  o f  th e s e  members 
d id  not occur u n t i l  th e  co n g ress io n a l e le c t io n  o f 1948.^^
EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS
There were t h i r ty - e ig h t  members a ssigned  to  th e  p ro fe s s io n a l  
s t a f f  o f  th e  S ta te  Department o f  Education in  194o.^^ Because o f th e  
reo rg a n iz a tio n  o f th e  Department, th e  in creased  demand on se rv ic es  req u ired
E ducation , 1943-44 se ss io n , p . 9-
® % inety-S ix th  Annual R eport, Louisiana S ta te  Department o f  
E ducation , 1944-45 se ss io n , pp. 1 -2 .
^^Public  Education in  L o u is ian a , lo c . c i t . ,  p . 9»
^ ^N in e ty -F irst Annual R eport, Louisiana S ta te  Department o f  
E ducation , 1939-40 s e ss io n , pp. 5-7.
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and th e  in c re a se d  a t te n tio n  devoted to  sp e c ia liz e d  academic f i e l d s ,  th e  
p ro fe s s io n a l  s t a f f  in creased  to  s ix ty -se v e n  in  1944^^ and one hundred 
f i f t y  in  1948.^7
Another program which rec e iv ed  added emphasis during  t h i s  p e rio d  
was compulsory a tten d an ce . Act 239 o f  th e  L ou isiana L e g is la tu re  o f  1944 
provided  an e f f e c t iv e  compulsory law. This law req u ired  a l l  ch ild ren  
ages seven through f i f t e e n  in c lu s iv e  t o  a tte n d  school fo r  l 80 days each 
y e a r.  In  a d d it io n , th e  Act re q u ired  S uperin tenden t Coxe to  provide fo r  
e s tab lish m en t and su p e rv is io n  o f  th e  program . S ig n if ic a n t  improvements 
in  school a tten d an ce  and in  census r e s u l te d .
S uperin tendent Coxe's i n te r e s t  in  h ig h er education  was exem plified  
e a r ly  in  h is  te n u re , when in  h is  re o rg a n iz a tio n  o f  th e  Departm ent, he 
included  a  D iv ision  o f  Higher Education . He s ta te d :
For a  long tim e i t  has been recogn ized  t h a t  th e  S ta te  Superin tenden t 
o f  E ducation , because o f h i s  numerous a d m in is tra tiv e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s ,  
has not had th e  tim e and o p p o rtu n ity  to  g ive to  c o lle g e s  th e  c lo se  
su p e rv is io n  which th ese  v i t a l l y  im portan t i n s t i t u t io n s  should have.
The need has been recognized  and rem edied. Today we have in  th e  
Department o f  Education an o f f i c e r  who i s  t i t l e d  th e  D irec to r o f 
Higher Education and S pec ia l Schoo ls.
The N inety-N inth Annual Report o f  th e  S ta te  Department o f  Education 
(1947-48 s e ss io n )  showed fo u r w hite  c o lle g e s ,  two c o lleg es  fo r  Negroes 
and fo u r s p e c ia l  sch o o ls . The b u ild in g  program fo r  th ese  te n  i n s t i t u t io n s  
amounted to  $4 ,482 ,050.00 , a p p ro p ria te d  in  th e  1947 Regular Session  o f  
th e  L ou isiana L e g is la tu re . Of sp e c ia l  i n te r e s t  was th e  opening o f  th e
^ ^N in e ty -F ifth  Annual R eport, L ou isiana S ta te  Department o f  
E ducation , 1943-44 se ss io n , pp. 4 -6 .
®7]Jinety-Ninth Annual R eport, L ou isiana  S ta te  Department o f  
E ducation , 1947-48 s e ss io n , pp. 4 -6 .
®®C. W. H ilto n , e t  a l ,  lo c .  c i t . ,  p . 20.
^ ^N in e ty -F irst Annual R eport, lo c .  c i t . ,  p . l6 .
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Southern U n iv e rs ity  Law School in  September, 191*7» w ith  an enro llm ent o f  
e ig h t L ouisiana re s id e n ts  and f i r s t  y ear s tu d en ts  o f  law .^^
The funds fo r  education  a v a ila b le  to  elementetry and secondary 
schools in creased  from $14,137,112.30 in  1940 to  $33,202,863.83 during  
Coxe’s t e n u r e . H e  had hoped th a t  th e  Per Educable D is tr ib u tio n  to  lo c a l  
school systems would exceed $20 during  h i s  t e n u r e . H o w e v e r ,  th e  amount 
per educable in creased  from $ l6 in  1940 to  $22.50  in  1948, exceeding h is  
o r ig in a l  e x p ec ta tio n .^ ^
G. Byron Benton, S upervisor o f  Finance under fo u r S ta te  S uperin tendents 
o f  Education in  L ouisiana in clu d in g  Mr. Coxe, summarized h is  eva lu a tio n  
o f  Superin tendent Coxe in  th e  fo llow ing  manner:
Superin tendent Coxe was one o f  th e  b e t t e r  educato rs o f  h is  tim e .
During h i s  regim e, he in troduced  many new programs in to  th e  school 
system and was very  su c ce ss fu l in  securing  from th e  L e g is la tu re  th e  
needed funds to  p ro p erly  finance  th ese  programs. He could  p resen t 
h is  case to  th e  L e g is la tu re  and could extend h im self fu r th e r  because 
he was an e le c te d  o f f i c i a l .
Superin tendent Coxe was a  wonderful re se a rch  man and was a f in e  
ed u cato r, not a p o l i t i c i a n .  He prepared  h is  program to  p resen t to  
th e  L e g is la tu re  in  such a  manner th a t  he was very  su c ce ss fu l in 
secu rin g  th e  needed funds to  pu t th e  program in to  o p e ra t io n ."
In  O ctober, 1947, form er B u lle t in  337, L ouisiana High School 
. S tan d ard s , O rganization  and A dm in istra tion  was re v ise d  under th e  d ire c tio n
^% in e ty -H in th  Annual R eport, lo c .  c i t . ,  pp. l4 -1 7 .
9 % in e ty -F ir s t  and Hinety-W inth Annual R eports , L ouisiana S ta te  
Depenrtment o f  Education.
92John E. Coxe, p erso n al in te rv ie w , February , 1967.
93Hinety-Ninth Annual R eport, lo c . c i t . ,  p .23.
9^0. Byron Benton, perso n a l in te rv ie w , June 26 , 1974.
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o f  Superin tendent Coxe so as " to  conform to  changes which have been e ffe c te d  
in  th e  program o f s tu d ie s  and changes which were r e la te d  to  th e  inau g u ra tio n  
o f  th e  tw elve-year p r o g r a m . A c c o r d i n g  to  R. R. Ewerz, D irec to r o f 
Elementary and Secondary E ducation, t h i s  "proved in v a lu ab le  to  school 
perso n n el tea c h e rs  and su p e rv iso rs  o f  in s t ru c t io n  as w ell as ad m in istra ­
to r s  .
ACTIVITIES IN RELATION TO WORLD WAR I I
In  a  l e t t e r  to  Governor Davis and members o f  th e  L e g is la tu re  and 
members o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f  Education prepared  on January 15 , 19^7, 
Superin tendent Coxe o u tlin e d  th e  p ro g ress  made in  th e  s ta t e  school program 
during  th e  war y ea rs  as fo llow s:
1. I n s t i tu t io n  o f  th e  tw elve-grade program.
2. Enactment o f  an e f f e c t iv e  compulsory a ttendance  law , p rovid ing  
fo r  th e  se rv ic es  o f  v i s i t i n g  te a c h e rs .
3. Revision o f  th e  p u b lic -sch o o l curricu lum  to  stren g th en  and 
en ric h  many a re a s , no tab ly  th e  v o c a tio n a l cou rses .
U. Development o f  th e  school-community concept in  h e a lth  
ed u catio n , school lu n ch es , and food p rocessing  c e n te rs .
5. Conducting o rg an iz a tio n a l s tu d ie s  fo r  a t h i r d  o f  th e  p a rish  
school systems to  e f f e c t  economies and b e t te r  o p e ra tio n .
6. Adoption o f  a  postw ar p lan  fo r  r a is in g  c e r t i f i c a t io n  standards 
o f  tea c h e rs  and school a d m in is tra to rs ; i n s t i t u t io n  o f  an in -s e rv ic e  
program of tea c h e r  educatio n , w ith  emphasis on p arish -w ide  workshops.
T. B e tte r  f in an c in g  o f  education  (1939-^^0---- 19^5-H6), as in d ic a te d
by: (a) s ta b i l i z in g  th e  s ta t e  p u b lic  school fund through c o n s ti tu ­
t io n a l  d ed ic a tio n  o f  th e  e n ti r e  proceeds o f  th e  severance tax e s  and 
through s ta tu to ry  f ix in g  o f a minimum p e r educable d i s t r ib u t io n ;
(b) in cre a sin g  s ta t e  funds fo r  o p era tio n  o f th e  pu b lic  schools 
(ex c lu siv e  o f t ra d e  sch o o ls , sp e c ia l  sch o o ls , and c o lle g e s)  by
'  -'Tjouisiana High-School S tan d ard s , O rg an iza tio n , and A d m in is tra tio n , 
B u l le t in  633, Louisiana S ta te  Department o f Education , 19^̂'tT P • ^ •
96-’I b id . ,  p. 71.
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$7s857jl8G.3Uj (c) r a is in g  th e  average annual s a la ry  fo r  w hite 
tea c h e rs  (in c lu d in g  p r in c ip a ls )  52.1 p e r cen t and th e  average fo r  
hegro tea c h e rs  82.9  p e r cent;, (d) v o tin g  a c o n s ti tu t io n a l  amendment 
au th o r iz in g  p a r is h  school hoards to  in cre a se  c o n s ti tu t io n a l  tax e s  hy 
as much as two m il ls ,  o r to  a t o t a l  o f  f iv e  m il ls ;  (e )  in cre a sin g  
s ta t e  support fo r  v o c a tio n a l education  hy $520,000.”
Coxe continued  h is  re p o r t  and s ta te d :
So i t  w i l l  he seen th a t  th e  ta s k  b e fo re  th e  school fo rces  a t  th e  
beginning  o f th e  19^5-46 se ss io n  was c le a r ly  one o f  c o n so lid a tin g  th e  
g a in s  a lread y  made and o f  advancing toward th e  new f r o n t ie r s .
lie i d e n t i f i e d  th ese  e d u catio n al f ro n t ie r s  as fo llow s:
1. P ro v is io n  o f  secondary education  f o r " a l l  L ouisiana youth----
w hite and Negro.
2. B e tte r  p lanning  o f  s c h o o l-p la n t f a c i l i t i e s  on a sta tew ide  
b a s is  to  secure  maximum economy and e f f ic ie n c y ,  and to  make a  good 
h ig h -sch o o l program o f d iv e r s if ie d  courses a v a ila b le  to  a l l  youth .
3. B e tte r  teach in g  by b e t t e r - q u a l i f ie d , b e t te r - s e le c te d ,  and 
b e tte r - p a id  te a c h e rs .
To a t t a in  th ese  o b je c tiv e s , to  provide th e  kind  o f schools wanted 
by th e  people o f  L ou isiana , to  enable  Louisiana to  tak e  i t s  p lac e  in  
th e  f ro n t  ranlcs o f th e  n a t io n 's  school system , th e  S ta te  Department o f 
Education in  co n junc tion  w ith  th e  L ouisiana Teachers A sso c ia tio n , 
Classroom Teachers A sso c ia tio n , School Boards A sso c ia tio n , and School 
S u perin tenden ts A sso c ia tio n  made a  survey o f  th e  c o n d itio n s , t r e n d s ,  
needs o f th e  p u b lic  schools p ro je c te d  over a s ix -y e a r  p erio d . On 
th e  b a s is  o f  th e  f a c t s  re v e a le d , a l e g i s la t iv e  program was sponsored 
by th e  above ed u ca tio n a l groups to  in c re a se  s ta t e  support o f th e  
p u b lic  school by $12,000,000 in  1946-47 and by $14,000,000 in  1947-48.
In  a p p ra is in g  th e  very  d e f in i te  p ro g ress  th a t  has been made and 
th e  need th a t  y e t  e x i s t s ,  th re e  f a c t s  emerge from th e  experiences o f  
th e  sc h o o ls ' f i r s t  postw ar y e a rs :
1 . The L ou isiana school system i s  sound, s tro n g , and p ro g re s s iv e . 
I t  i s  going forw ard s te a d i ly  on a l l  f ro n ts  a t  a r a t e  t h a t  j u s t i f i e s  
a l l  e f f o r ts  in  i t s  b e h a lf .
2. The people o f  Louisiana a re  resp o n siv e  to  th e  needs o f  t h e i r  
schools and have g iven them e x c e lle n t  su p p o rt. The S ta te  now spends 
33.31 c e n ts  o f  every ta x  d o l la r  on p u b lic  e d u catio n , thereby  su r ­
passed  a l l  o th e r  s ta te s  in  ed u ca tio n a l e f f o r t .
^^N inety-Seventh Annual R eport, L ouisiana S ta te  Department o f  
E ducation , 1945-46 se ss io n , pp. 1 -3 .
^ ^ I b id . , p . 4.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
3. I t  i s  in c re a s in g ly  apparen t t h a t  th e  v a s t  expend itu res 
req u ired  fo r  th e  complete development o f  th e  L ouisiana ed u ca tio n a l 
program can only he secured  through f e d e ra l  a id  as a  supplement o f  
maximum s ta t e  e f f o r t .
D espite th e  powerful o p p o sitio n  th a t  w i l l  he m arshaled a g a in s t 
i t ,  f e d e ra l  a id  to  education  now has i t s  h e s t  change o f  passage 
because: S e lec tiv e  S erv ice re je c t io n s  in  World War I I  and n a tio n ­
wide p u b l ic i ty  on th e  economic p l ig h t  o f  te a c h e rs  have aroused th e  
p u b lic  to  an understanding  th a t  education  i s  a  n a tio n a l  problem th a t  
tran scen d s s ta t e  l in e s  and th a t  on ly  through p ro v is io n  o f  equal 
e d u catio n al o p p o rtu n itie s  to  youth in  a l l  s e c tio n s  o f  th e  coun try  can 
a h ig h ly  l i t e r a t e  and in te l l i g e n t  c i t i z e n r y  be developed th a t  w i l l  be 
capable  o f coping w ith  th e  complex problems th a t  l i e  ahead.
I t  i s  a b so lu te ly  e s s e n t ia l  t h a t  a l l  f r ie n d s  o f  education  in  
L ou isiana jo in  fo rc e s  w ith  th e  schools in  an a l l - o u t  campaign to  
secure  enactment by th e  Congress o f  t h i s  l e g i s la t io n  th a t  w i l l  mean 
so much to  our s ta t e .  The federal, funds t h a t  would be ap p ro p ria ted  
t o  Louisiana added to  th e  in creased  a p p ro p r ia tio n  by th e  L e g is la tio n  
o f  19^6 would c lo se ly  approxim ate th e  sum o r ig in a lly  req u ested  by 
L o u is ia n a 's  school fo rc e s  and would perm it us to  e n te r  im m ediately upon 
th e  s ix -y e a r  program o f improvements, some o f which have had to  be 
delayed  because o f  inadequate  funds.
I  wish a t  t h i s  tim e , however, to  p o in t ou t t h a t  w h ile  th e  improve­
ment made in  te a c h e rs ' s a la r ie s  was indeed encouraging and th e  school 
fo rc e s  deeply and s in c e re ly  a p p re c ia te  th e  la rg e  in c re a se s  in  school 
a p p ro p ria tio n s  t h a t  have been made by each se ss io n  o f  th e  L e g is la tu re  
s in ce  19^0, te a c h e rs ' s a la r ie s  a re  s t i l l  f a r  from adequate . Louisiana 
has r a is e d  te a c h e rs ' c e r t i f i c a t io n  stan d ard s  in  an e f f o r t  to  o b ta in  
th e  h ig h es t c a l ib re  o f  in s t ru c t io n  fo r  i t s  y ou th , bu t th e re  e x is ts  
th e  paradox th a t  th e  S ta te  must s t i l l  is su e  la rg e  numbers o f  emergency 
c e r t i f i c a t e s  (1 ,51^ T - c e r t i f ic a te s  in  19^5-^6) to  u n q u a lif ie d  
persons to  tea c h  because th e  q u a lif ie d  tea c h e rs  th a t  fo rm erly  p res id ed  
over th o se  classroom s have taken  b é tte r-p a y in g  jo b s .^ °
I I .  THE COXE -  JACKSON CONTROVERSY
Probably th e  most agonizing  p e rio d  o f  Coxe's second ad m in is tra tio n  
was th e  g radual e ro sio n  o f h is  working r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  S ta te  Board o f 
E ducation and th e  clim ax o f h is  d i ffe re n c e s  w ith  p ersonnel in  th e  S ta te
9 9 ib id . , pp. U-5.
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Department o f  Education , n o tab ly  Shelby M. Jack so n , S upervisor o f  V ocational 
A g ricu ltu re .
The Eew O rleans Item , in  commenting on th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  Coxe 
encountered in  h is  superin tendency  s ta te d ;
Two ’m isunderstand ings’ have thrown S ta te  Superin tenden t o f  
Education John E. Coxe in to  c r i t i c a l  b a t t l e s  v i t a l l y  a ff e c tin g  h i s  
c a re e r .  One in  1939 r e s u l t in g  in  h is  re s ig n a tio n  as  c h ie f  s ta t e  h igh 
school su p e rv iso r. The second was l a s t  y ea r when h is  b a t t l e s  over 
th e  d ism is sa l o f  S. M. Jackson provided  th e  b i t t e r e s t  f ig h t  o f th e  
Davis adm inistration.^® ®
The second "m isunderstanding" concern ing  Jackson had f a r  reach ing  
im p lic a tio n s , and included  n o t only Coxe's d if fe re n c e s  w ith  Jackson b u t 
a lso  h is  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  S ta te  Board o f Education .
The s ta g e  fo r  th e  Coxe -  Jackson d i f f i c u l t i e s  was provided when 
Coxe, as S ta te  S uperin tenden t o f  E ducation , d ism issed  Shelby M. Jackson, 
Superv iso r o f V ocational A g ricu ltu re  in  th e  S ta te  Department o f  E ducation. 
The reasons fo r  Ja ck so n 's  d ism issa l were l i s t e d  as being  ( l )  d i s lo y a lty ,
(2 ) in su b o rd in a tio n , (3) lac k  o f  c o o p e ra tio n , (U) la c k  o f  a d m in is tra tiv e  
a b i l i t y ,  and (5) p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t ie s .^ ^ ^
An a r t i c l e  which appeared in  th e  Ju ly  18 , 19^5, is s u e  o f th e  
Baton Rouge S ta te s  Item  emphasized th e  mounting c o n tro v e rsy  in  th e  
fo llow ing  manner :
Jackson had contended th a t  th e  s ta t e  su p e rin ten d en t o f  education  
had no a u th o r i ty  to  remove him w ithou t approval o f  th e  s ta t e  board  o f  
ed u ca tio n , s in c e  counsel o f  th e  board was sought when he was appointed 
in  1932 . Coxe and A ttorney  General F red LeBlanc cla im ed, however, 
t h a t  th e  su p e rin ten d en t had so le  a u th o r i ty  over education  departm ent 
perso n n el.
1945, p . 2.
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The con troversy  between Coxe and Jackson r e s u l te d  in  th e  f e d e ra l  
government t i e in g  up n e a rly  $250,000 o f  v o c a tio n a l education  funds
a l l o t te d  to  L o u is ia n a
The co n troversy  took  on m ajor p ro p o rtio n s . An e d i t o r ia l  on 
June 26 , 19^5 , in  th e  S ta te  Times summarizes to  a  g re a t e x te n t th e  is s u e :
A l o t  has been sa id  and w r itte n  in  th e  co n troversy  between 
S uperin tendent o f  Pub lic  Education John E. Coxe and th e  S ta te  Board 
o f  Education in  an a ttem pt to  g ive  th e  id ea  t h a t  o b ta in in g  o f  f e d e ra l  
funds fo r  v o c a tio n a l a g r ic u ltu re  i s  a t  s tak e  and th a t  Mr. Coxe i s  
t ry in g  to  ge t h is  c lu tch es  on a  l o t  o f  m il lio n s  o f  school funds.
These a re  not th e  is su e s  a t  a l l .  The s ta t e  has not l o s t  any 
fe d e ra l  v o c a tio n a l a g r ic u l tu r a l  fu n d s, and we have no f e a r  o f  lo s in g  
any. The handling  o f  school funds i s  p laced  by law in  th e  S ta te
Board o f Education and th e re  i t  w i l l  rem ain.
A ll th a t  i s  im m ediately invo lved  in  th e  co n tro v ersy  i s  th e  jo b  o f
one man S. M. Jackson, d ism issed  by Mr. Coxe on th e  grounds o f
d i s lo y a lty .  I t  i s  spurred  on by a  f ig h t  w ith  Mr. Coxe and in clu d es  
many o f th e  persons who fo r  one reaso n  o r an o th er want to  see Mr. Coxe 
d isc re d ite d .
P re sid e n t Godchaux o f th e  S ta te  Board o f Education lea d s  th e  
f ig h t  on Mr. Coxe, charg ing  him w ith  " p o l i t i c a l  m o tiv es,"  in tim a tin g  
th a t  th e re  i s  something o f f - c o lo r  in  p o l i t i c s .
The reason  no funds w i l l  be l o s t  i s  th a t  Mr. Coxe and members o f  
th e  S ta te  Board o f  Education a re  good p o l i t i c i a n s ,  and th ey  know th a t
to  rem ain in  p o l i t i c s  th ey  must no t do what th e  people d o n 't  want
them to  do and th e  people d o n 't  want them to  g e t in to  a row among 
them selves th a t  w i l l  p rev en t th e  S ta te  g e tt in g  th e  v o c a tio n a l 
a g r ic u l tu r a l  funds. Ifhen n e c e s s i ty  comes, an agreement w i l l  be reached 
and th e  a v a ila b le  f e d e ra l  funds w i l l  con tinue  to  flow  in to  th e  S ta te .
As a  m atte r  o f  f a c t ,  th e re  i s  l i t t l e  d iffe re n c e  between th e  
p r in c ip le s  s e t  fo r th  by Mr. Coxe and P re sid e n t Godchaux as  spokesman 
fo r  th e  S ta te  Board o f E ducation. Mr. Coxe contends he should not 
be fo rced  to  have a  d is lo y a l  departm ent head in  h is  o f f i c e .  P re s id e n t 
Godchaux says th e  S ta te  Board does not want to  fo rce  Mr. Coxe to  
have a "p ro fe s s io n a l d is lo y a l"  employee, whatever th a t  i s .
Mr. Godchaux in d is ts  t h a t  th e  S ta te  Board approve th e  ap p o in tees  o f  
Mr. Coxe and Mr. Coxe in  tu rn  says he wants no employee not accep tab le  
to  th e  S ta te  Board. N eith er Mr. Coxe nor th e  S ta te  Board should want 
an employee who cannot work w ith  bo th  o f them.
, L ou isiana , p . 1 .
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Then what i s  th e  row about? I t  i s  about Mr. Jackson, who heid 
b u i l t  up around h im se lf a  la rg e  fo llow ing  throughout th e  S ta te  and 
who was f i r e d  by Mr. Coxe. The S ta te  Board has not agreed to  th e  
d ism issa l and Mr. Jackson has taken  th e  case to  co u rt co n te s tin g  th e  
r ig h t  o f  Mr. Coxe to  d ism iss him. The row i s  about Mr. Jackson, 
except as th e  p o l i t i c a l  enemies and f r ie n d s  o f  Mr. Coxe in je c t  them­
s e lv e s  in to  i t .
F u rth e r evidence o f  th e  growing co n tro v ersy  was expressed in  an 
a r t i c l e  which appeared in  th e  February 2h, 19^5, is s u e  o f th e  Baton Rouge 
Morning Advocate. The a r t i c l e  contained  th e  fo llo w in g  sta tem ent :
Jackson has th e  backing o f  th e  S ta te  Board, i t  i s  re p o r te d , and 
a lso  th e  backing o f  former Governor Sam PI. Jones. In  f a c t  i t  has been 
rumored h ere  th a t  Jackson has been prom ised support as a  cand ida te  
fo r  S ta te  Superin tendent o f  Education in  th e  19U8 e le c t io n .
An example o f  fu r th e r  a lie n a tio n  o f Coxe was expressed by 
Mrs. E lenore II. Meade o f  Gramercy, L ou isiana , v ic e -p re s id e n t  o f th e  S ta te  
Board o f E ducation , in  an address t o  th e  New O rleans Classroom Teachers 
F ed e ra tio n , in  which she asked t h e i r  support o f  "c o rre c tiv e  law s ."  In  
re fe ren c e  to  t h i s  Mrs. Meade sa id :
Capable and f in e  as  our in d iv id u a l tea c h e rs  may b e , we demand an 
o v e ra l l  system  o f  d i re c to r s  and su p e rv iso rs  who a re  a le r t  on every 
phase o f education  and f re e  from p o l i t i c a l  o r p e rso n a l dom ination.
The p rese n t con troversy  between th e  s ta t e  su p e rin ten d en t and 
th e  s ta t e  board  o f education  invo lves d i r e c t ly  t h i s  very  p o in t.
I t  seems in d e fe n s ib le  th a t  under th e  p re se n t i n te r p re ta t io n  o f  th e  
L ouisiana S ta te  school laws th a t  a member o f  our su p erv iso ry  fo rce  
lias no agency, to  appeal to :  no one to  review  h is  q u a li f ic a tio n s
and th a t  he i s  s u b je c t to  one power only  th e  s ta t e  su perin tenden t
o f  education .
No m atte r  what th e  immediate outcome o f  th e  p rese n t con troversy  
may be th e  f a c t  rem ains th a t  no e d u ca tio n a l system  can advance as 
long as such a  c o n d itio n  e x is t s .  This co n tro v ersy  i s  not one of 
p e r s o n a l i t ie s  b u t i t  i s  a  m atte r  o f  p r in c ip le  w ith  th e  e n t i r e  board . 
The members have voted  unanimously on t h i s  su b je c t o f  th e  dom ination 
o f  th e  s ta t e  departm ent o f education  by th e  s ta t e  su perin tenden t o f  
e d u ca tio n , although we f re q u e n tly  d isa g re e  on o th e r  m a tte rs .
^03Baton Rouge S ta te  Times, Baton Rouge, L o u is ian a , p . U.
104,The Baton Rouge Morning Advocate. Baton Rouge, L ou isiana ,
February 24, 1945» p . 1.
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Our laws covering  t h i s  p o in t need c la r i f i c a t io n  and c o rre c tio n .
I  e n l i s t  your support fo r  such c o rre c tiv e  m easures. In  my op in ion  
th e  appointm ent o f  s ta t e  su p erin ten d en t hy th e  hoard r a th e r  th an  hy 
g e n e r^  e le c t io n  i s  im perative  to  avoid such a s i tu a t io n  as we have
now.^®5
Mrs. Meade con tinued  her remarks hy adding th e  fo llo w in g :
The hoard o f  education  has no d e s ire  to  run th e  schools o r  to  
dominate th e  s ta t e  su p e rin ten d en t.
We h e lie v e  th a t  th e  p o s it io n  o f th e  hoard , l o g ic a l ly ,  and 
c o n s t i tu t io n a l ly ,  i s  t h a t  o f  a hoard o f  d i r e c to r s ,  w ith  th e  s ta t e  
su p erin ten d en t as m anager, as in  a  b u s in ess .
W ithout such a  r e la t io n s h ip  th e  hoard i s  pow erless t o  d i r e c t  the  
p o l ic ie s  r e la t in g  to  secondary education . Such a  r e la t io n s h ip  must 
• he e s ta b lis h e d , sooner o r l a t e r ,  e i th e r  hy c o n s t i tu t io n a l  amendment 
o r  hy c o rre c tiv e  l e g i s la t io n .
So long as th e  p re se n t s i tu a tio n  con tinues to  e x is t  th e  thought 
and a c tio n  o f th e  s ta t e  su p erin ten d en t o f education  a re  n e c e s s a r ily  
d ire c te d  toward s tren g th en in g  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  fen c e s , and t h i s  in  an 
education  system i s  to le r a b le .
Another p o s it io n  tak en  hy Superin tendent Coxe in  r e l a t i o n  to  the  
S ta te  Board o f  Education was brought out e a r ly , in  h is  a d m in is tra t io n . In  
re p ly  to  a  l e t t e r  da ted  August 9 , 19^0, from James Domengeaux, a  lawyer 
from L a fay e tte , L ou isiana , Coxe s ta te d  t h a t  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  Board f e l t  
t h a t  th o se  su p e rv iso rs  who had been l e t  ou t o f  o f f ic e  should he taken  
care  o f  in  S ta te  i n s t i t u t io n s .  Coxe made th e  sta tem ent in  response  to  
Domengeaux's expressed  d isp le a su re  o f  th e  p o lic y  o f th e  S ta te  Board o f 
Education in  p lac in g  d ism issed  employees o f  th e  S ta te  Department o f  Educa­
t io n  in  v a rio u s  co lle g e s  throughout th e  S ta te .  Coxe agreed w ith  Domengeaux 
hu t s ta te d  " u n ti l  th e  S ta te  Board o f  Education r e a l iz e s  t h a t  th e s e  changes
p . 5.
^Q^TIae Morning Advocate, Baton Rouge, L o u is ian a , Ju ly  20 , 194$,
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should be made, no p rogress along t h i s  l in e  w i l l  be made.^®*^ That Coxe 
and members o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f  Education m ain tained  d i f f e re n t  p o s it io n s  
on a  number o f  issu e s  was ap p aren t. E. B. R obert, who was a c tiv e  in  
s ta t e  e d u ca tio n a l a c t i v i t i e s ,  d escrib ed  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  o f Superin tenden t 
Coxe w ith  th e  S ta te  Board o f Education during t h i s  h e c tic  p e rio d . He 
s ta te d :
The b e s t  evidence o f  Mr. Coxe's r e la t io n  w ith  and in flu e n ce  on
th e  S ta te  Board o f Education would be rev ea led  in  th e  p o l ic ie s  adopted
by th e  S ta te  Board o f Education from 19^0-1948 w ith  some a t te n tio n  
given  to  whether o r not th e s e ,p o lic ie s  were recommended by Ifr. Coxe 
and h i s  s t a f f  o r were i n i t i a t e d  by Board members o r  o th e rs .
There might be some in d ic a tio n s  o f  Mr. Coxe's re la t io n s h ip  w ith
th e  S ta te  Board o f  Education in  th e  appointm ents to  co lle g e
p re s id e n c ie s  and o th er p o s it io n s  under th e  S ta te  Board o f Education 
from 19^0-1948.
Did I'Ir. Coxe recommend Joe F a rra r  fo r  P re s id e n t o f  northw estern?
Did Mr. Coxe recommend Joe Uibson fo r  P re s id e n t o f  Northwestern?
C aution: There has always been a  tendency fo r  Board members to
s e le c t  co lle g e  p re s id e n ts  and g e t them appo in ted . Mr. Tom H arris  
was a  profound p o l i t ic i a n  in  t h a t  he e i th e r  succeeded in  g e t t in g  th e  
S ta te  Board o f  Education to  accep t h is  nominees o r he went v ery  g lad ly  
a long fo r  th e  r id e  a f t e r  th e  horse  was out o f  th e  born . I  remember 
very  d i s t in c t ly  th a t  he was opposed to  A. A. F red erick s  as P re s id e n t 
o f  N orthw estern, bu t I  do r e c a l l  how e lo q u en tly  he supported 
P re sid e n t F red erick s  b efo re  th e  e n ti r e  s tu d en t body and f a c u l ty  a f t e r  
Huey Long, 0 . IC. A llen  and o th ers  had f i r e d  P re sid e n t Ifyson and 
e le c te d  A lb ert F red erick s .
I t  i s  e n t i r e ly  p o ss ib le  t h a t  th e  dom inating p e rs o n a lity  o f  
S uperin tenden t T. H. H arris  and h i s  p e rso n a l in flu e n ce  w ith  in d iv id u a l  
Board members w ith  whom he always con su lted  o r le d  to  h is  conclu sio n s  
may have been in  sharp c o n tra s t  to  th e  p e rs o n a lity  and mode o f  
o p e ra tio n  employed by Superin tenden t Coxe. I  p e rso n a lly  b e lie v e  
th a t  Mr. Coxe was in c l in e d  to  make a recommendation and l e t  i t  r e s t  
on i t s  m er its  r a th e r  th an  to  indu lge in  c o u rtin g  a l l  o f  th e  In d iv id u a l 
Board members. There i s  no doubt th a t  S uperin tendent H arris  had more 
in flu e n ce  w ith  Board members than  Mr. Coxe d id . Whether fo r  good 
o r e v i l ,  " I'm  no t prepared  to  Judge. In  c o n tra s t  to  what S uperin tenden t 
Coxe to ld  Dr. B ro u i l le t te  about w r i tin g  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  I  r e c a l l
'L e tte r s  o f  James Domengeaux on August 9 , 1940, and John E. Coxe 
on August l 4 ,  19^0, in  a  c o lle c tio n  o f  papers in  th e  V ocational A g ricu ltu re  
Departm ent, Stubbs H a ll, Louisiana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , Baton Rouge, L o u is iah a .
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a tim e when th e  S ta te  Board o f Education adopted a  p o lic y  t h a t  only 
th re e -y e a r  g raduates o f  a  tea c h e r education  program would be lic e n sed  
and employed in  th e  elem entary sch o o ls . I  r e c a l l  a  p a r is h  sup erin ­
ten d en t v i s i t i n g  my o f f ic e  when I  was D irec to r o f  Teacher T rain ing  
a t  Northwestern S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  and t e l l i n g  me th a t  he and h is  
D is t r i c t  A ttorney  had j u s t  ob tained  from S uperin tendent H arris  26 
c e r t i f i c a t e s  fo r  persons who had never completed two y ea rs  o f  c o lleg e  
work. I  do know th a t  Mr. H arris  always rewarded lo s in g  p a r is h  sup erin ­
ten d en ts  by having them appoin ted  to  p o s it io n s  in  co lle g e s  under 
th e  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation. Whether o r  n o t S uperin tendent Coxe ever 
engaged in  t h i s  p r a c t ic e ,  I  am unable  to  say . I  do b e lie v e ,  however, 
th a t  i f  he approached th e  su b je c t w ith  th e  S ta te  Board o f  Education 
he would have l e t  th e  m atte r  r e s t  on th e  b a s is  o f  h is  p ro fe s s io n a l 
opin ion  and would n o t have involved p o l i t i c s  in  th e  s i tu a t io n .
I  am p e r f e c t ly  fran k  to  confess t h a t  I  do no t p e rso n a lly  know 
what r e la t io n s h ip s  Superin tendent Coxe had w ith  th e  S ta te  Board o f 
Education except t h a t  I  do r e c a l l  very  c le a r ly  t h a t  in  19^6, h e ,
Mr. Joe Gibson and some o f  us on th e  p ro fe s s io n a l  committee on 
tea c h e r education  and p ro fe s s io n a l s tandards  persuaded th e  S ta te  Board 
o f  Education to  adopt a  program o f  Teacher E ducation. Teacher C e r ti­
f ic a t io n  and A cc re d ita tio n  o f  Colleges fo r  Teacher E ducation was one 
o f  th e  o u tstan d in g  programs in  th e  United S ta te s  a t  th e  tim e. I  know 
th a t  S uperin tendent Coxe made a  determ ined e f f o r t  to  enforce th ese  
standards and th a t  p rev ious s tandards and p rese n t s tan d ard s  have been 
v io la te d  by form er and p rese n t s ta t e  su p e rin ten d en ts  o f  education .
This p a r t i c u la r  abuse o f  th e  c e r t i f i c a t io n  o f  tea c h e rs  has been one 
o f  th e  d isappoin tm ents o f  my l ife .^ ®
Following h is  d ism issa l from o f f ic e ,  Jackson appealed to  th e  19th 
D i s t r i c t  Court in  Baton Rouge fo r  re in s ta te m e n t in c lu d in g  s a la ry .  Mean­
w h ile , th e  S ta te  Board o f  Education which claim ed f in a l  a u th o r i ty  in  such 
p e rso n a l m a tte rs ,  attem pted  to  appoin t Jackson as su p e rv iso r o f  a l l  
v o c a tio n a l e d u catio n , re sp o n s ib le  to  only  th e  Board.
In  a  d ec is io n  rendered  on A p ril  20, 19^5, Judge C harles A.
Holcomb ru le d  th a t  a  departm ent su perin tenden t w ithout com plete a u th o r i ty  
would be a  "mere f ig u re h ea d ,"  and re fu se d  to  is su e  a req u ested  o rd er to
B. R obert, perso n al in te rv ie w . May 30, 1971^. 
^Q9The Morning Advocate, Baton Rouge, L o u is ian a , p . 1 .
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Superin tenden t Coxe to  pay th e  sa la ry  o f  Jackson.
In  commenting fu r th e r  on th e  m erits  o f  th e  appeal by Jackson,
Judge Holcomb s ta te d :
Act 100 o f 1922 g ives th e  su p erin ten d en t o f  education  a u th o r i ty  
to  c o n tro l h is  employees. I f  th e  su p e rin ten d en t has th e  power to  
c o n tro l ,  i t  fo llow s th a t  he can appo in t th ese  employees and d isch arg e  
them a t  w i l l .  Any o th e r  c o n s tu rc tio n  in  my op in ion  would be c o n tra ry  
to  th e  l e t t e r  and s p i r i t  o f  th e  law . ^
Imm ediately fo llow ing  Judge Holcomb's 19th  D i s t r i c t  Court s e s s io n , 
Jackson appealed to  th e  Louisiana S ta te  Supreme Court.
In  a  d e c is io n  rendered  in  Ju n e , 19^5, th e  Court refu sed  to  o rd er 
Jackson r e in s ta te d  and upheld th e  r ig h t  o f  th e  S ta te  S uperin tendent o f  
Education (Coxe) to  d ischarge  an employee (Jack so n ). The m ajo rity  o p in io n , 
w r i tte n  by A ssoc ia te  J u s t ic e  A rchie T. H iggins, was concurred in  by 
C hief J u s t ic e  C harles O 'K iel and by J u s t ic e s  Wayne G. Rogers and Amos L. 
Ponder. D issen tin g  were J u s t ic e s  John B. F ourne t, J .  B. Ham iter, and 
Frank W. Hawthorne.
The m ajo rity  opin ion  o f  th e  Court s ta te d :
I t  appears t h a t  t h i s  i s  th e  f i r s t  tim e s in ce  th e  L e g is la tu re  passed  
Act 100 o f 1922 t h a t  th e  s ta t e  su p e rin ten d en t o f  p u b lic  e d u c a tio n 's  
a u th o r i ty  to  s e le c t ,  employ, o r  d isch arg e  th o se  who serve under him, 
has been cha llen g ed .
In  s h o r t ,  fo r  a  p e rio d  o f  23 y e a rs ,  th e  a d m in is tra t iv e  in te r p re ­
t a t i o n  o f  th e  s ta tu te  has been th e  same as  a s se r te d  by th e  respondent 
d uring  h is  ten u re  i n  o f f ic e  o f  n e a rly  s ix  y e a rs .  T h erefo re , under 
th e  d i re c t iv e  o f  co n temporaraneous c o n s tru c tio n , t h i s  in te r p re ta t io n
should be fo l lo w e d .
^ ^ ° I b id . , p . 6. ^ ^^ Ib id .
^^%ew Orleans Times P icayune, June 30, 19U5 , p . 1 .
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As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  d e c is io n  th e  S ta te  Supreme Court affirm ed  th e  
judgment o f  th e  D i s t r i c t  Court.
R eacting to  th e  Supreme Court R u ling , Superin tendent Coxe sa id  he 
was "deeply g ra te fu l"  fo r  th e  d e c is io n . " I  s in c e re ly  hope th a t  th e  d ec is io n  
w i l l  mark th e  beginning o f  an e ra  o f  peace in  our school system , and, as 
in  th e  p a s t ,  I  promise my coopera tion  to  t h a t  end.
The Jackson episode ended on Tuesday, Ju ly  17 , 1945, when th e  
Louisiana Supreme Court, by a  4-3 v o te ,  denied  a reh ea rin g  by Jackson fo r  
re in s ta te m e n t as S upervisor o f  V ocational A g ricu ltu re  in  th e  S ta te  D epart­
ment o f  Education.
The Jackson con tro v ersy  ap p a re n tly  s e t t l e d  th e  case  fo r  th e  
S ta te  Superin tendent to  c o n tro l h is  o f f ic e .  S uperin tendent Coxe b e liev ed  
th e  p u b lic  m isunderstood h is  p o s it io n .  His co n ten tio n  was th a t  th e  d isp u te  
was over h is  r ig h t  to  h i re  and f i r e  p ersonnel under h im .^ ^  But some 
members o f th e  S ta te  Board o f Education s a id  th e  is su e  was one o f  v o ca tio n a l 
education  v s . academic ed u catio n . E ven tually  a  re s o lu tio n  o f th e  S ta te  
Board was adopted reco g n iz in g  Coxe's r ig h t  in  th e  law over p e rso n n e l, 
b u t r e a s s e r t in g  c o n tro l o f  th e  Board over a llo c a tio n  o f  funds.^
I I I .  OTHER CONTROVERSIES
A se rio u s  in c id e n t occurred  on June 25, 1946, when a  Senate b i l l  
which provided fo r  th e  handling  o f  f e d e ra l  funds fo r  v o c a tio n a l education  
was being  d iscu ssed  a t  a  House E ducation Committee m eeting . Senator
^^^The Times P icayune. Ju ly  l 8 ,  1945, p . 3. 
^^%ew Orleans I tem , New O rleans, L ou isiana , A p ril  17, 1946, p . 2. 
^^7 ib id .
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G ilb e r t F. Hennigan o f F ie ld s ,  L o iiisiana, accused Coxe o f  " d e lib e ra te  mis­
rep re s e n ta tio n "  in  connection w ith  th e  b ill .^ ^ ®  Coxe "pounded on th e  
t a b le  v i th  h is  f i s t  and shouted: 'You l i e !  You l i e  when you say I
m isrep resen ted  th e  b i l l .  ' " ^ 9
In  th e  Senate Session th a t  day. Senator Hennigan was given a  
unanimous r is in g  vo te  o f  confidence as he took th e  f lo o r  on p e rso n a l p r iv i le g e  
and recoun ted  th e  e p i s o d e . H i s  ex p lan a tio n  to  h is  fe llo w  sen a to rs  o f 
th e  day w ith  Superin tendent Coxe was re p o r ted  in  th e  fo llow ing  manner:
He (Hennigan) in troduced  a  b i l l  p a tte rn e d  a f t e r  th e  1918 law 
governing th e  handling  o f  v o ca tion  education  funds from th e  F ederal 
Government under c o n tro l o f  th e  S ta te  Board of Education.
S uperin tendent Coxe o b jec ted  to  th e  b i l l .  He d ra f te d  an amended 
b i l l  copying th e  Hennigan b i l l  except fo r  two s e c t io n s . This b i l l  he 
sen t to  th e  U. S. O ffice  o f  Education to  see i f  th ey  would approve 
i t .
Here was where th e  d iffe re n c e s  came in .
Senator Hennigan sa id  th a t  th e  O ffice  o f  Education wished to  
amend one s e c tio n  o f th e  b i l l  subm itted  by Superin tendent Coxe. They 
w ired  th e  se n a to r  a  suggested amendment.
This amendment Senator Hennigan had p laced  in  h is  b i l l  in  th e  Senate 
committee th in k in g  i t  was designed to  f i t  in to  h is  b i l l .
Then he d iscovered  h is  b i l l  d i f f e re d  from th e  copy Superin tendent 
Coxe forw arded to  Washington. T h e re 's  where he m ain tained  he way 
gyped. So on th e  Senate f lo o r  he had h is  o r ig in a l  b i l l  amended to  
have i t  adopted ju s t  as he in troduced  i t .
The e f f e c t  o f  th e  committee a c tio n  had been to  amend a  b i l l  no t 
in tro d u ced .
This amendment which went in  and o f  th e  b i l l  would p lac e  c o n tro l 
o f  th e  funds in  th e  S ta te  Board w ith  th e  Superin tendent named as th e  
o f f i c e r  to  c a rry  out i t s  p o l ic ie s .  I t  would a lso  make employment o f  
p ersonnel in  v o ca tio n a l education  su b je c t to  co n tro l o f  th e  Board.
^^^The Times Picayune, June 26, 19^6, p . 1 . ^^^ Ib id .
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The amendment d i f f e r s  from th e  o r ig in a l  in  t h a t  Senator Hennigan 
b i l l  had language which might be construed  to  perm it th e  s e t t in g  up 
o f  an independent department o f  v o ca tio n a l education  under th e  S ta te
Superin tendent Coxe's p o s it io n ,  as he s ta te d  i t  a f t e r  th e  Senate 
se ss io n , was t h a t  he never rep resen ted  th e  b i l l  he forwarded to  
Washington as th e  a c tu a l  Hennigan B i l l .
He m ain tains a l e t t e r  he sen t w ith  th e  b i l l  he d ra f te d  made i t  
c le a r  th e  b i l l  rep re se n te d  h is  id eas  and were no t th o se  o f  Senator
He never made any e f f o r t  whatever t o  m islead  anyone in  re fe ren c e  
to  t h is  t ra n s a c t io n .
S ubsequently , Superin tendent Coxe apologized  to  Senator Hennigan 
in  th e  form o f p e rso n a l correspondence dated  June 27, 19^6. In  h i s  l e t t e r  
Coxe s ta te d ;  (See Appendix G)
This i s  to  o f f e r  my apology to  you fo r  th e  p e rso n a l in s u l t  which 
took  p lace  on Tuesday, June 25, a t  th e  h ea rin g  b e fo re  th e  House 
Committee on Education , I t  seemed inconceivab le  t h a t  you would say 
I  had used sharp p ra c t ic e ,  d ish o n est methods, and had m isrep resen ted  
th e  f a c ts  concerning Senate B i l l  l4 0  to  Dr. S tudebaker, United S ta te s  
Commissioner o f  E ducation.^^^
An outcome o f  s ig n if ic a n t  importance which emerged as a r e s u l t  o f  
th e  co n tro v e rs ie s  and o u tb u rs ts  which plagued th e  second fo u r yea r term  of 
Coxe was an in c re a sin g  in te r e s t  as to  th e  method used in  th e  S ta te  fo r  
s e le c tin g  th e  Chief S ta te  School O ff ic e r . The a t t i tu d e  which p rev a ile d  
in  th e  S ta te  a t  t h i s  tim e w ith  re sp e c t to  t h i s  s u b je c t ,  was a p p ro p r ia te ly  
rep o r ted  by one o f  th e  lead in g  d a ily  newspapers. An e d i to r ia l  which 
appeared in  th e  New O rleans S ta te s  on June 9 , I 9U5 , s ta te d  :
^^^New O rleans Item , June 26, 19*+6, p . 2 .
^2 2 iie tte r  o f  John E. Coxe to  S ta te  S enator G ilb e r t F. Hennigan, 
June 27 , 191 6̂ .
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The b ick e r in g  th a t  has been w h irlin g  around th e  o f f i c i a l  head o f 
John E. Coxe, S ta te  S uperin tendent o f  Education, i s  annoying to  th e  
p u b lic  and d e tr im e n ta l to  L o u is ia n a 's  ed u catio n al i n te r e s t s .  Far 
from being calmed, i t  i s  i f  anyth ing  g e tt in g  worse.
The issu e s  involved  up to  da te  a re  Superin tendent Coxe's r ig h t  
to  h i re  and f i r e  sub o rd in a tes  in  h is  departm ent, an a l le g a tio n  th a t  
he i s  p o l i t i c a l i z in g  c e r ta in  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and a d m in is tra tiv e  p o l ic ie s  
th a t  have caused th e  fe d e ra l  government to  h a l t  f u r th e r  funds fo r  
v o c a tio n a l education . Mr. Coxe has rep e a ted ly  been in  c o n f l i c t  w ith 
th e  S ta te  Board o f  Education over th ese  and o th e r  m a tte rs .  The c o u rts  
a re  s t i l l  m essing around w ith  th e  c iv i l  se rv ic e  s ta tu s ,  and r ig h ts  
o f  one o f  th e  sub o rd in a tes  Mr. Coxe had d isch a rg ed , S. M. Jackson, 
form er S upervisor o f  V ocational A g ricu ltu re .
With such a  v a r ie ty  o f  rumpus th e  S ta te  E ducational Department 
c e r ta in ly  cannot do i t s  b e s t  work, and probably  i t s  e f f ic ie n c y  has 
been im paired. This w rangling has rev iv ed  th e  widespread demand th a t  
th e  O ffice  o f  Superin tenden t o f  Education be made ap p o in tiv e  
in s te a d  o f  e le c t iv e .  This p ro p o s it io n , e n ta i l in g  a  c o n s ti tu t io n a l  
amendment, was d e fea ted  in  ip44 .
The S ta te  P aren t-T eacher A ssoc ia tion  a f t e r  a se ss io n  in  Baton 
Rouge, re p o r ts  Governor Jimmie Davis as fav o rin g  an a ;^ o in tiv e  
su p e rin ten d en t. I f  so , th e  Governor should throw h is  p o l i t i c a l  wèight 
and o f f i c i a l  in flu en ce  back o f  th e  p ro p o sa l, so th a t  i t  may be reviewed 
in  I 9U6 . The Governor i s  an a rd en t p u rsu e r o f  p o l i t i c a l  peace. His 
over-tow ering  d e s ire  i s  a  re ig n  o f  am ity and good w i l l  and happy u n ity  
in  a l l  s t a t e  a f f a i r s .  Sometimes i t  i s  necessary  to  f i ^ t  f o r  peace.
We hope th e  Governor w i l l  see  th e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  f ig h t in g  fo r
peace in  th e  S ta te  Department o f  E ducation anyth ing  to  end th e
b ick e r in g  t h a t ,  so f a r  as we can make i t  o u t, has p r in c ip a l ly  been 
over c o n s id e ra tio n s  t h a t  to  high-minded p u b lic  o f f i c ia l s  would have 
been t r i v i a l i t i e s .
We th in k  th a t  th e  b e s t way to  p rev en t a r e c u r re n t  o f  such 
q u a r re l l in g ,  and to  in c re a se  th e  e ff ic ie n c y  o f  th e  S ta te  Department 
o f  E ducation, i s  to  make th e  o f f ic e  a p p o in tiv e . Then th e  S ta te  Board 
o f  Education would be th e  r e a l  m aster o f  p u b lic  education  a f f a i r s  
and p o l ic ie s ,  could rem ain on good term s w ith  th e  S uperin tenden t o r 
f i r e  him, and could keep th e  whole Department u n d e rf ie ld  by th e  
maneuverings o f  p o l i t i c s .  ^
•%ew Orleans S ta te s . June 9 , 19^5, p . 1+.
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IV. THE ELECTION OF 191*8
John E. Coxe, incumbent S ta te  S uperin tendent o f  Education in  
L ou isiana, launched h is  b id  fo r  r e e le c t io n  by c i t in g  th e  S t a te 's  rec e n t 
advances achieved in  th e  p revious e ig h t y e a rs .  He l i s t e d  th e  fo llow ing  
achievements as being  accom plished during  h i s  ten u re  as  S ta te  Superin­
ten d en t :
1. B e tte r  f in an c in g  o f p u b lic  educatio n . (The s ta t e  funds fo r  
o p e ra tio n  o f  th e  p u b lic  sch o o ls , e x c lu siv e  o f  t ra d e  sch o o ls , sp e c ia l  
sch o o ls , fo r  1946-1*7 have been in creased  $13,239,467.09 or 84.5
p e r cen t over th a t  o f 1939-40.)
The average annual s a la ry  budgeted fo r  w hite te a c h e rs ,  in c lu d in g  
p r in c ip a ls  in  1946-47 i s  110.9 p e r cen t h ig h er th an  in  1939-40, and 
th e  average fo r  Negro tea c h e rs  i s  221.4 per cen t h igher than  in  
1939-1+0.
(The s a la r ie s  o f  te a c h e rs ,  t r a n s f e r  d r iv e r s ,  j a n i t o r s ,  and o th er 
employees o f  th e  school board have been in c re a se d  as a d d it io n a l  money 
has been made a v a ila b le .)
2. In au g u ra tio n  o f  th e  tw elve-grade school system .
3. Enactment o f  an e x c e lle n t compulsory a tten d an ce  law , p rov id ing  
fo r  th e  se rv ic es  o f  v i s i t i n g  te a c h e rs .
4. Revision o f  th e  p u b lic  school curricu lum  to  s tre n g th e n  and 
e n rich  many a re a s , no tab ly  th e  v o c a tio n a l co u rses .
Throughout h is  campaign, Coxe emphasized go a ls  which he f e l t  
should be achieved by th e  p u b lic  schools in  th e  S ta te .  His p la tfo rm  during  
th e  e le c t io n  o f 1948 con tained  th e  fo llow ing  p lan k s:
1. C o n s titu tio n a l  d ed ica tio n  o f  revenues to  guarantee th e  
p rese n t S ta te  ap p ro p r ia tio n  as a minimum: in creased  revenues to  meet
expanding needs.
J e ffe rso n  Davis P a r ish  News, January  30, 1948, p . 7.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
k6
2. S ta te -g u aran teed  minimum sa la ry  schedule p rovid ing  a  s a la ry  
o f  a t  l e a s t  $2,000.00 fo r  beginning q u a li f ie d  tea c h e rs  w ith  annual 
in c re a se s  up to  a minimum o f $3 , 600. 00 : in creased  s a la r ie s  fo r  
a l l  school employees.
3. Continued development o f  a  s tro n g , d iv e r s if ie d  and w e ll-  
balanced  program o f v o c a tio n a l education  to  meet th e  needs o f every 
community.
4. Improvement in  p h y s ic a l f i tn e s s  o f  youth through h e a lth  and 
p h y s ic a l education  program and a  b ig g er and b e t te r  school lunch 
program.
5. Expansion o f V e te ran 's  Educational and T ra in ing  Program and 
p ro v is io n  o f adequate housing f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  v e te ran s  a t  S ta te  c o lle g e s .
6. Support and p ro te c tio n  o f a l l  tea c h e r-b e n e fi t  law s.
7. Emphasis on improved tea c h e r  t ra in in g  and b e t te r  in s t r u c t io n ,  
emphasizing c h a ra c te r  and c iv ic  t r a in in g .
8. Enrichment o f th e  cu rricu lum  w ith  m usic, a r t ,  in d u s t r ia l  a r t s ,  
and h a n d ic ra fts .
9. Vigorous lea d e rsh ip : (a) to  provide a good school house and
adequate equipment fo r  every c h ild  and sa fe  school-bus tra n s p o r ta ­
t io n  i f  he l iv e s  too f a r  to  w alk; (b) to  make a  high school education  
a v a ila b le  to  every c h ild .
D espite t h i s  am bitious program Coxe encountered co n sid e rab le  
o p p o sitio n  in  h is  b id  fo r  r e - e le c t io n .  Typical o f  th e  se rio u s  o b s ta c le s  
he encountered was b e s t i l l u s t r a t e d  by th e  L a fay e tte  D aily  A d v ertise r 
which pub lished  an advertisem ent which fea tu re d  Shelby M. Jackson and 
form er Governor Seim H. Jones. The Morning Advocate is su e  o f February 2h, 
19^9> p r in te d  a quote by E a rl K. Long which s ta te d ,  " I w i l l  no t support 
John E. Coxe fo r r e - e le c t io n  as S ta te  Superin tenden t. I  w i l l  support 
th e  cand ida te  th e  people b e lie v e  w i l l  be th e  b e s t man fo r  th e  jo b .
^^^Shreveport Times. January  18, I 9U8 , p . 5 . 
IS ^The Morning Advocate, February 2k , I 9U8 , p . 8 .
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ln  th e  Democratic prim ary h e ld  on January  20, 1948, Jackson 
rec e iv ed  256,845 v o tes ; Coxe, 204,673 and M il le r ,  98,912.^^'^ Even though 
W illiam  H. M ille r  supported Mr. Coxe in  th e  second prim ary , Jackson was 
v ic to r io u s ,  ending Superin tendent Coxe's ten u re  as S ta te  Superin tendent 
o f  Education.
Perhaps an e d i to r ia l  which appeared in  th e  Shreveport Times h e s t  
summarizes th e  e le c t io n  o f  1948. The a r t i c l e  s ta te d :
John E. Coxe now goes out a s  S ta te  Superin tendent o f  Education and 
Shelby M. Jackson comes in .  When Mr. Coxe f in is h e s  h is  p resen t term , 
he w i l l  have had e ig h t years  in  th e  s ta t e  school p o s t,  much o f them 
tu rb u le n t  and w ith  th e  tu rb u le n ce , in  our o p in ion , se rv ing  as an 
anchor on p ro g ress  in  th e  s ta te  p u b lic  school system. We do no t know 
what k ind o f s ta t e  superin ten d en t Mr. Jackson w il l  make. But, a
change was needed was v i t a l  and e s s e n t ia l ,  in  f a c t ,  to  th e
ed u ca tio n a l w elfa re  o f  p resen t and fu tu re  g en era tio n s  o f  Louisiana 
c h ild ren .
The Times d id  not endorse e i th e r  Mr. Coxe o r Mr. Jackson in  th e  
p rim arie s  now com pleted, j u s t  as we d id  not endorse e i th e r  Sam Jones 
o r E a rl K. Long, o r any o th e r  can d id a te  fo r  any p o s t,  s t a t e  or lo c a l .
Our a t t i tu d e  toward Mr. Jackson now i s  sim ply th is :
We b e lie v e  him to  be e a rn e s t and s in c e re  in  h is  d e s ir e  to  
remedy th e  e v il s  o f  Mr. Coxe's a d m in is tra tio n  o f  our school system and 
to  do every th ing  p o ss ib le  to  p lace  L o u is ia n a 's  pu b lic  sch o o ls , as 
a  w hole, on th e  high ed u catio n al p lane a lread y  being reached in  some 
in d iv id u a l  p a rish e s  and schools through in d iv id u a l e f f o r t  and 
reached long ago in  many s ta te s  o f  th e  u n i o n .
L ater th e  e d ito r  commented on th e  p o s it io n  taken  in  r e la t io n  to  
th e  newly e le c te d  su p e rin ten d en t. I t  s ta te d ,  "We w il l  c r i t i z e  c o n s tru c tiv e ly  
where we b e lie v e  c o n s tru c tiv e  c r i t ic is m  w i l l  h e lp . We w i l l  condemn where 
we b e lie v e  condemnation i s  j u s t i f i e d .  We w i l l  p r a is e  where we b e lie v e
l^Tlh e  New O rleans Item , January  28, 1948, p . 30.
128rphe Weekly News. M ark sv ille , L ou is iana , February 28, 1948, p . 1. 
129ii'he Shreveport Times, February 27, 1948, p . 4.
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The e d i to r ia l  continued  by in c lu d in g  th e  fo llow ing sta tem en ts 
concerning Superin tendent Coxe:
As fo r  Mr. Coxe, The Times w ishes him w ell in  th e  p r iv a te  l i f e  to  
which th e  people o f  L ouisiana so em phatica lly  have r e t i r e d  him. The 
Times supported Mr. Coxe in  1940, as  a  p a r t  o f  th e  Sam Jones t i c k e t .
In  r e t ro s p e c t ,  we have no r e g re ts  f o r  th a t  endorsement d e sp ite  
Mr. Coxe’s f a i l u r e  as an e d u ca tio n a l ad m in is tra to r  and, in  some 
in s ta n c e s , h is  complete d ep a rtu re  from f in e  p recep ts  o f  p u b lic  educa­
t io n  which he l a i d  down in  h is  p la tfo rm  in  194o and which brought our 
supp o rt. Mr. Coxe’s very  f a i l u r e ,  h is  many in s ta n c es  o f  obvious 
incompetency to  f i l l  h is  p o s t ,  have served to  s p o tl ig h t  pu b lic  
a tte n tio n  on weaknesses in  th e  p u b lic  school system and to  arouse pu b lic  
in d ig n a tio n  and m il i ta n t  p u b lic  demand fo r  improvement. That has 
been good and wholesome in  i t s  o v e ra l l  e f f e c t ,  even though th e  good 
has come through n eg a tiv e  means.
When i t  came to  campaigning fo r  h is  o f f i c e ,  Mr. Coxe stooped 
very  low indeed. He seemed incap ab le  o f  d isc u ss in g  education  as such , 
and in  b e h a lf  o f  L ouisiana c h ild re n . His method was v i r t r i o l i c  
p e rso n a l a tta c k ,  o f te n  f a ls e  in  i t s  co n te n t, and he d id  no t confine  
h im se lf to  h is  opponent. He t r i e d  to  drag in ,  and to  smear, prominent 
c i t i z e n s  whose only p a r t  in  any e d u ca tio n a l m atte r  has been to  g ive 
t h e i r  s e rv ic e s ,  t h e i r  a b i l i t y ,  a t  tim es t h e i r  money, in  b e h a lf  o f  
good education  and w ithout thought o f  reward except in  s e l f  s a t i s ­
f a c t io n  fo r p u b lic  s e rv ic e  given .
And, f in a l ly ,  th e  e d ito r  makes an a p p ra is a l  o f th e  o v e ra l l  race
E arl Long tu rn ed  him down. Sam Jones tu rn ed  him down, th e  Kennon 
people tu rn ed  him down. He might have been b e t t e r  f a r  b e t t e r  o f f  had 
he run as an independent. At l e a s t  he would have gained  f a r  more 
p u b lic  re sp e c t than  he gained by chasing  around f r a n t ic a l l y  to  
every cand idate  fo r  governor fo r  s u p p o rt- --a  course which stamped him 
as a p o l i t ic ia n  r a th e r  than  an e d u c a to r .^
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JOHN EASTERLY COXE IN RETIREMENT
Following th e  e le c t io n  o f 19^8 in  which Superin tenden t Coxe was 
d efea ted  by Shelby M. Jackson, Coxe bowed out g ra c e fu lly  from e d u ca tio n a l 
p u r s u i ts .  ICnowing th a t  th e  education  philosophy o f  th e  new regime was to  
be d i f f e re n t  from h i s ,  Coxe, a f t e r  h is  term  ended, withdrew to  h is  
res id en ce  a t  2030 M yrtle Avenue in  Baton Rouge. He remained in  re tire m en t 
except fo r  a sh o rt p e rio d  o f tim e when he worked fo r  a  r e l a t i v e  in  a 
lumber yard  near th e  p lace  o f  h is  b i r t h  in  L iv ingston  P a r ish .
In  re tire m en t Coxe re s o r te d  t o  h i s  boyhood ways in  Watson, read in g  
and keeping a b re a s t o f  th in g s  he enjoyed. He was a  te a c h e r  in  h is  M ethodist 
Church in  Baton Rouge, and th e  s c r ip ts  he used in  h is  teach in g s  a re  s t i l l  
in  use a t  th e  same church.
Coxe continued  as a Board member o f  th e  Baton Rouge Savings 
and Loan s in ce  i t s  o rg an iz a tio n  on March 10 , 1923. From Ju ly  l 6 ,  195^» 
u n t i l  h is  d e a th , he served as V ice-P resid en t o f  t h i s  a s s o c ia t io n ,  w ithout 
a d d it io n a l  com pensation. A r e s o lu tio n  by th e  Board, upon Coxe's death  
s ta te d  in  peirt, "He was th e  l a s t  o f th e  founders o f  th e  Baton Rouge Savings 
and Loan A sso c ia tio n .
^33john E. Coxe and Hazel Grimm Coxe, p e rso n a l in te rv ie w , 
February 12, 1970.
135Resolution signed by Ben R. M ille r ,  S r . ,  Chairman o f  th e  Board, 
and Clyde P. D id ie r , P re s id e n t,  now in  p o ssess io n o f Mrs. Hazel Grimm Coxe.
49
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In  in te rv iew s fo llow ing h i s  re t ire m e n t.  S uperin tendent Coxe o ffe re d  
a review  o f h is  o;m l i f e .  Included  in  h is  sta tem ents were th e  fo llo if in g  
h ig h lig h ts :
1. The confidence p laced  in  him by th e  L iv ingston  P a r ish  School 
Board in  h ir in g  him in  h is  e a r ly  years  and h is  c e r t i f i c a t io n  as a 
tea c h e r.
2. Ilis a t ta in in g  th e  B ach e lo r 's  Degree from Louisiana S ta te  
U n iv e rs ity  as a member o f  th e  f i r s t  g raduation  c la s s  in  th e  D epart­
ment o f  Education in  1909.
3. His d ec is io n  to  pursue fu r th e r  education  by a tte n d in g  th e  
U n iv e rs ity  o f  Chicago in  1921 and rec e iv in g  a M aster o f  A rts Degree 
from Louisiana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  in  June, 1920.
h. ilis  m as te r 's  th e s is  rec e iv in g  th e  wide acclaim  and being  p r in te d  
in  The L ouisiana H is to r ic a l  Q u a r te r ly .
5. His ten u re  as S uperin tendent o f  Schools in  L iv ingston  P a rish  
from Ju ly  1 , 1913, to  June 30, 1920.
6. Ilis appointm ent as A s s is ta n t  S ta te  Supervisor o f  Elementary 
Schools in  th e  Louisiana Department of Education in  1920.
7. Ilis c o n tr ib u tio n s  in  w ritin g  and p u b lish in g  B u lle t in  337, 
"L ouisiana Iligh-School S tandards : O rganization  and A d m in is tra tio n ,"
January 1 , 1937; a lso  i t s  r e v is io n .  B u lle tin  633 in  19^7*
0. His m arriage to  Hazel Grimm on March 29, 1929.
9. His d ism issa l as S ta te  Superv isor o f High Schools by S ta te  
S uperin tendent T. II. H a rris .
10. His e le c t io n  a sS ta te  S uperin tendent o f Education in  I 9J1O and
19hh.
11. His s e le c tio n  fo r  "Wlio's Ulio in  Am erica."
12. The expansion o f th e  S ta te  Department o f  E ducation from 30 
members in  19^0 to  I 50 members in  19^0.
13 . n ie  reo rg a n iz a tio n  o f  th e  s t a f f  o f  th e  S ta te  Department o f  
Education , includ ing  th e  e s tab lislim en t o f  th e  D iv ision  o f Higher 
Education.
14. The coo rd in a tio n  o f  co lle g e  f in a n c e s , in clu d in g  uniform  budgetary 
c o n tro l  and p u b lic a tio n  o f an annual re p o r t .
15 . A la rg e  in c re a se  in  co lle g e  f a c u lty  s a la r ie s .
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16 . The r e v is io n  and subsequent up-grading  o f  th e  Louisiana 
tea c h e r c e r t i f i c a t io n  requ irem en ts.
17 . The inau g u ra tio n  o f th e  tw elve-year program.
18 . The passage o f  a  modern school a ttendance law , and th e  
in au g u ra tio n  o f a S ta te  School Attendance O ff ic e r .
1 9 • The c o n s ti tu t io n a l  d e d ica tio n  o f funds fo r  education .
20. The g rea t s t r id e s  made in  Negro education  and fo r  Negro 
p e rso n n e l.
21. His c o n tro v e rs ie s-w ith  Shelby Jackson, some members o f  th e  
S ta te  Board o f  Education and S enator Hennigan over problems concerning 
th e  power o f  th e  S ta te  Superin tendent in  th e  a rea  o f  V ocational 
Education.
22. His d e fe a t in  th e  19^8 e le c t io n .
P erhaps, Superin tendent Coxe expressed h is  b e l ie f s  and philosophy
b e s t in  an address d e liv e red  a t  th e  Seventh Annual E ducational Conference
h e ld  a t  Louisiana S ta te  U n iv ers ity  in  Baton Rouge:
I  now tu rn  to  a b r ie f  d iscu ssio n  o f  th e  philosophy and o b jec tiv es
o f a long-range program o f  ed u catio n , which in  th e  fu tu re ,  w i l l  have
fo r  i t s  fundamental purpose th e  t r a in in g  of our youth fo r  su ccessfu l 
and happy l iv in g  in  a democracy. At t h is  tim e i t  i s  f i t t i n g  and 
proper th a t  we consider th e  basic  elem ents th a t  c o n s ti tu te  a democracy 
both as a method o f government and as a  way o f l i f e .  There a re  th re e  
b as ic  e lem ents, namely, re sp e c t fo r  th e  in d iv id u a l , a w illin g n ess  to  
share  common i n te r e s t s  and problem s, and a b e l i e f  th a t  in te l lig e n c e  
should be extended to  a l l  a reas  o f  l i f e .  These b a s ic  elem ents may 
be considered  as th e  foundation o f  democracy, fo r  each o f them is  
e s s e n t ia l  f o r  th e  maintenance o f a  dem ocratic way o f l i f e .  There­
f o re ,  i t  i s  im perative  t h a t  every c i t i z e n  o f  th e  S ta te  acqu ire  an 
understand ing  and a p p re c ia tio n  o f th ese  elem ents. Every school should 
be a  dem ocratic i n s t i t u t io n  g iv in g  p r a c t ic a l  t ra in in g  experience in  
dem ocratic p ro cesses .
In  order to  develop a s tro n g  N ation , we must provide in  our schools 
an o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  th e  in d iv id u a l s tuden t to  meet and solve problems 
th a t  w i l l  he ty p ic a l  o f th e  kinds o f  experiences which w i l l  confront 
him in  h is  a fte r- sc h o o l  days. The s tu d en ts  must develop th e  a t t i tu d e s
E. Coxe, p erso n a l in te rv ie w s , February 12 , 1970.
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and id e a ls  o f  good c i t i z e n s .  Our schools must he op era ted  on a  
dem ocratic b a s is .  Each school should be a  l i t t l e  democracy. We must 
make i t  p o ss ib le  fo r  th e  stu d en t to  develop in to  a  se lf -d e p e n d e n t, 
re so u rc e fu l ,  and to le r a n t  c i t i z e n .  In  f a c t ,  in  school we must main­
ta in  such a scheme or o rg an iza tio n  and d is c ip lin e  a s  w i l l  enable  th e  
s tu d en t to  " p ra c tic e  th e  h a b its  o f  th e  good c i t i z e n . "
The s tuden t must acq u ire  d e f in i te  co nv ic tions as  to  what i s  r ig h t  
and what i s  wrong. I t  would not be amiss fo r  th e  te a c h e r ,  a t  th e  
beginning o f th e  school y e a r ,  to  ask th e  in d iv id u a ls  in  h is  c la s s  to  
answer th e  q u estio n : "What do I  b e lie v e ?"  The; a t  th e  end o f  th e
co u rse , th e  t e a c h e r 's  success could be measured by what th e  s tu d en ts  
could say they  a c tu a l ly  b e lie v e d . The poin t I  wish to  emphasize is  
th a t  s tu d en ts  must be tra in e d  to  do r e f le c t iv e  th in k in g . They must 
acq u ire  th e  a b i l i t y  and th e  h a b it  o f analyzing  s i tu a tio n s  in  a 
c r i t i c a l  manner and o f reach ing  Judgments in a d e l ib e ra te  fash io n .
They would thus develop defenses a g a in s t propaganda.
One of th e  b le s s in g s  o f  l iv in g  in  a  democracy i s  t h a t  th e  stu d en t 
d iscovers th a t  d i f f e r e n t  people have d i f f e re n t  id ea s . In  th e  t o t a l i ­
t a r ia n  s ta t e ,  every youngster seems to  have th e  same b e l i e f .
This b rings me to  my l a s t  p o in t.  In a l l  o f  our e f f o r ts  to  t r a i n  
s tu d en ts  to  be good c i t i z e n s  we must not lo se  s ig h t  o f th e  importance 
o f developing in  them a love and a p p rec ia tio n  o f  a dem ocratic form 
of government. They must le a rn  t h a t  th e  g re a te s t  achievem ents o f  
c iv i l iz a t i o n  have been wrought under dem ocracies.
O rd in a r ily ,  we a re  urged to  tea c h  c h ild ren  how to  th in k  and not 
what to  th in k . Thus we avoid in d o c tr in a t io n ;  however, i t  seems to  
me th a t  in  America we have about reached the p o in t a t  which we should 
do some d e f in i te  in d o c tr in a tio n  in  favor o f  d e m o c ra c y .^ ''
Jolm E a s te r ly  Coxe d ied  in  Baton Rouge, L ou isiana , on November l8 ,  
1972, a f t e r  a long and p a in fu l  d isa b lin g  i l l n e s s .
One o f th e  f in a l  p u b lished  s ta tem en ts on John E a s te r ly  Coxe was 
found in  an issu e  o f  th e  "LSU Alumni News," under th e  t i t l e  "D eaths":
John E a s te rly  Coxe, BA (Ed) '0 9 ,  MA '2 8 , November I 8 , 1972, in  
Baton Rouge. He was a former S ta te  Superin tendent o f  Education fo r
^^^Education fo r  Defense and P rese rv a tio n  o f  th e  dem ocratic 
Way o f L i fe , Seventh Annual E ducational Conference, Tjouisiann S ta te  
U n iv e rs ity , Baton Rouge, L ou isiana , October 2^-26. Published by th e  
U n iv e rs ity , pp. 8-10.
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th e  S ta te  o f  Louisiana, and served a t  one tim e on th e  ex ecu tive  
committee o f th e  N ational A ssoc ia tion  o f Chief S ta te  School Offii 
He i s  surv ived  by h is  widow, th e  form er Hazel Grimm, T4S 'S l.^ ^ o
^ - ’ ' ' iK J u is in .n a  S t a te  U n i v e r s i t y  A lu m n i M ew s, O c to b e r  1 9 7 3 ,  p .  32.
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STATE OP LiOTJISIANA.
Parish Superintendent of Public Education.
_ __
^ A e ' m o ra A  aneA  tn^e/AcAux
 OÔ' a 3 êacÂ  ^  Aaŵ '̂
A>4>m' P4^aAÂ^A^t/4y ù^ti^mon^A tzntA ex a m en a ^ n '.
^ a n ^ e < / a '^er/t^^coA e* cjA  ^ _________ ^T ^at/e/ poAAA
— -^ / ^ ' ......... , a n tA  S û c e n ^ e e A  //o  if e a c A  m  /A
[__
^reu<Aent' o / ^ o rtiA  ^oar<A. \
^»r ^arU A  ^ oanA  SfcAoo/' Q)à>«cA>*<4.
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T%:-rr̂  ..
ramYmth ^fing been e s t^ is ^  b^ésMtmt^
o f^ o m m n a fo r  a period o f  FIVE ^EAKS from dah-kereof.
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^  S pringvilla, l a . ,  Ifagr 15, 1900.
Llvlngaton Parish School Board mot on the ahore data in  spaoial 
session  with the following manbars present : 1 s t ward, M. E. Haeoom; 2nd ward, B. E. 
Wilkinson; 4 th  ward, E. Sfferson; 7th  ward, P. P . M iller; 8th ward, W . J .  Whitehead; 
9th ward, D. M. Watts; 10th ward, J .  T. Shepherd—aerea. Absent* 3rd ward, H. B rig- 
nao; 6 th  ward, B. E. Inogd«% 6th  ward, D. C. Pandaryis—th ree .
The Board wae ca lled  to  order by the PreWdent, LCr. J .  T. Shsÿhsrd, Who 
s ta ted  tha t the purpose of the meeting was to  receive the resignation  of Supt. Jno.
E. Coxe, Who had req.nssted th a t sa id  masting be o alled . Ihareupon, the following 
was submitted*
"Denham Springs, La., ^ i l  21, 1920,
"Msabers of the Livingston Parish School Board:
"Gentlemen:
L a " I  herewith submit ny resigna tion  as P arish  Superintendent of Schools, to
be effec tive  Ju ly  1, 1920.
" I  am unable to  continue longer in  a  p o s itio n  not paying me a liv ing  salary .
"Last Ju ly , a f te r  the successful conclusion of the special tax campaign 
which p ra c tic a lly  doubled our school revenues, you immediately proceeded to  ra ise  the 
sa la rie s  of the teachers and zauaebous tra n sfe r d rive rs, even to the extent of paying 
the high school p rinc ipals  a  Barger salary  than to  the  parish  superintendent, whose sala­
ry  was allowed to remain unchanged. I had hoped th a t you would u ltim ate ly  recognize the 
in ju stice  of such an arrangement and th a t, a t some la te r  Board Meeting, you would correc t 
i t .  However, you have allowed the year to  s l ip  by without mentioning the m atter.
"With the small senary allowed the superintendent, and absolu tely  no o f f ic ia l  
trav e llin g  expenses, he has been unable to v is i t  the schools and give them the kind of 
svpertision  needed. He has more than earned h is  l i t t l e  salary  by looking fa i th fu lly  a f -
' <  ̂ te r  the c le r ic a l work of h is  o ffice—in keeping the books of the Board, in  w riting checks
to  cover pay-ro lls , answering le t te r s ,  e tc ., and in  tha t manner directing  the school pol­
ic ies  of the Parish as flnch as possib le .
i
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"%# #dbool are  bofcmd to  miff or i f  th is  ■ itoa tioa  1# allowod
to eo&tiBM aad th# miporintondent is  -unabls to  v i s i t  the school#. In  view of th is  
s itu a tio n , I have reached the conclusion tha t the proper thing for xm to  do is  to  
get out, In  order th a t you may be free  to  se le c t some one whom you may be w illing  
to  pay a  liv ing  salary , and, a t the same time, give him such allowances fo r trav ­
e llin g  eiqpensee as w ill aoablw him to  give the schools the kind t f  supervision re ­
quired fo r th e ir  sucoessftxl operation.
■In conclusion, I wish to  assure you th a t I duly appreciate the many 
court es ie# uhioh you here shown me, and especia lly  am I under obligations lo  your 
President, Mr. J .  T. Shepherd, fo r the Iflyal cooperation he has given me in  my 
f  l ^ t  for the upbuilding of L ivingston 's school system. A tremendous mount of
good work has been done and, i f  i t  were not fo r the sake of b rev ity , I would remind
you not only of the many excellen t accooplisbments of my adm inistration  but a lso  of 
the v ast number of things yet to  be done before our school system w ill be tho ro u ^ ly  
up-to-date. Do not forget tha t there yet remains to  be done much more than has 
already been accomplished. You have made a  f a i r ly  good s ta r t  and I s incerely  wish 
fo r you and the new superintendent a l l  possible suooess.
■Heepectfully,
(Signed) Jno. E. Coxa."
On motion duly seconddland caxried, the  above resigna tion  was accepted, 
the Board expressing i t s  reg re t in doing so.
On motion duly seconded and ca rried , the following oonmittee of the School
Board was appointed fo r thé purpose of receiving and considering applications for 
the position  as Parish Superintendent made vacant by the resigna tion  of ItAr. Coxe: 
Messrs. Wascom, Wilkinson, Efferson, Langdon, M iller and Shepherd.
There being no fu rth e r business to  tran sac t a t th is  tims, the Board 
closed in  due order^
--------------------------------------- President,
Secretary,
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J O N E S ,  KIM BALL. PA TIN , H A R P E R , T Ê T E  & W E T H E R IL L  
A T T O R N E Y S  AT LAW
LAKE CH A R L E S, LOUISIANA 7 0 6 0 1
J. NORWELL HARPER
F e b r u a r y  2 5 , 1974
M r. C h a r le s  E . W eim er 
D i r e c t o r , S tu d e n t  T e a c h in g  
N i c h o l l s  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
417 C o u n try  C lu b  B o u le v a rd  
T h ib o d a u x ,  L o u i s ia n a  70301
D e a r M r. W eim er:
I  s u p p o r t e d  J o h n  E . Coxe v i g o r o u s l y  i n  1940 when we 
s u c c e e d e d  i n  e l e c t i n g  h im .
He d i d  a  c r e d i t a b l e  jo b  u n t i l ,  i n  my o p i n io n ,  we s p l i t  
o n  m a t t e r s  o f  p o l i c y  an d  t h e n  I  fo u n d  i t  im p o s s ib l e  t o
go  a lo n g  w i th  h im  i n  h i s  b i d  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n .
I  am s o r r y  I  c a n n o t  g i v e  you a  m ore  f l a t t e r i n g  r e p o r t .
W ith  k i n d e s t  r e g a r d s  an d  a l l  g o o d  w i s h e s ,  I  am
S i n c e r e l y ,
SAM H. JONES ^ .
S H J/d b p
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V O T E  w o n
JOHN E. COXE
fa r
F or tw^È'onowùw^M emoomli^Êi.
1. He will give the average schodi teacher % .
They have been stifled long enough.
2. He is scholarly and honest
3. He is the only available man who can luring relWW 
the Educational System of Louisiana at this ,time.
4. He believes in “live and let live.”
5. He will not vw t his spleen on his fellow-man hold-
!mg opposmg views.
W h y the People Should Vote A gainst 9T. M. H arries
1. He has b m  superintendent 32 years, is 72 years old and will draw a pension of 
per year if defeated. 
r'% His motives for running are as follows:
a. To get control of the University and thereby extend his educational d id ta t^
k?4fo i^n%is' office over to his daughter, Mrs. Sadie Harris Jackson Basldn?^
c. To kaap^his family on their present payroll of more than $3#,0$0.0@
d. To puiiiah the school people who do not vote for him.
3, Accqrdmg to the Teachers Retirement Law (approved Iqr T. H. Harris him se# 
eveiÿ pcïioh over 70 coming under the law must he elected ̂ very two years Igr 
his employer. T. H. Harris violates both Ae spirit and the letter of this law. He 
directs that all others be retired before 70 (Ch*. Stephens and others) hut hangs
rep^disclosures of grafting at the State Colleges at Ruston and N a ti^ ;  
tocEhis Ip ^ s h  ample proof that he (Hands) should hâve been retired before 
reached ^
(Paid toi by Friends of John E. Coxe)
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To the voters o f Louisiana—
I hereby announce ray candidacy for  the o f f ic e  
of sta te  superintendent o f public education.
Louisiana public  schools and c o lleg es  have been 
under the absolute rule o f Supt. T. H. Harris for  32 
years. He w il l  soon be 73 years o ld , three years be­
yond the le g a l retirem ent age. I b e liev e  I speak for  
a m ajority o f  the school people when I say that he 
should r e t ir e  and l iv e  on h is  pension o f §3,600 a year.
I jbhink i t  is  execrable o f him to demoralize our schools 
by trying to l in e  them, up behind the gra fters and cor­
ru p tio n is ts  who have been a party to the lo o tin g  o f our 
beloved s ta te .
The sta te  superintendent o f education should be 
a moral and s p ir itu a l example to our youth, not a time­
serving p o l i t ic ia n .  Supt. Farris has turned our schools 
in to  implements o f  p o l i t ic a l  power. He has perverted a 
sacred tru st into a ru th less p o l i t i c a l  d ic ta torsh ip  de­
signed to aggrandize h is  p o l i t i c a l  might.
One thing more remains to complete th is  dream of 
empire — Louisiana State U n iversity . This comes to lig j it  
in  the September issu e  o f LOUISIANA SCHOOLS, journal of 
the Louisiana Teachers A ssociation  and h is  personal mouth­
p ie c e . In referr in g  to the recent gra ftin g  at L .S .U ., 
LOUISIANA SCHOOLS recommends, e d ito r ia l ly ,  th at L.S.U. 
bo placed undor Supt. H arris' ju r is d ic t io n . I quote 
therefrom: "Now for  the major chango. I t  i s  simply th is ,
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a l l  the educational agencies o f  Louisiana ought to be 
placed  under one head*• • • • • • • • • «There never was any
reason for p lacin g  Louisiana S tate  U n iversity  under a 
separate board - -  there i s  now every reason for  combin­
ing a l l  the s ta te 's  education agencies in to  one great 
s y s t e m , , . , , . . ,"
He d ic ta ted  th is  e d ito r ia l before the s ta te  c o l­
lege  scandals blew up in  h is  fa c e . I f  he survives them, 
we may e^qject further e ffo r t  to  force the State Univer­
s i t y  in to  h is  school machine.
In view o f the rea l b u ild in g  and equipment needs 
of our s ta te  c o lle g e s , i t  is  a consummate outrage that 
two of them should lo se  more than $300,000 by th e ft  and 
g r a ft . Our poor people, our poorly  paid teachers, and 
our poor taijqjayers hope that future au d ito rs’ reports 
w ill  d is c lo se  whatever add itiona l lo s s e s  have been sus­
ta ined , and that pun:’ shment fo r  the gra fters  w i l l  be 
s w ift .
The members o f the sta te  board o f education were 
con fid en tly  re ly in g  upon the s ta te  superintendent as th e ir  
executive o f f ic e r  to p ro tect the p u b lic  in te r e s t .  I f  the 
s ta te  superintendent had provided adequate supervision  
o f the s ta te  co lle g e  bu ild in g expenditures, the th ievery  
v/ould not have occurred, or, at le a s t ,  i t  v/ould have been 
promptly d iscovered . Ead the s ta te  superintendent boon 
free  of p o l i t i c a l  entanglomont, the p u blic  in ter e st  might 
not have su ffered , and the sta te  board would have been
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spared th is  scandal*
The ca re less  manner in  which the s ta te  superinten­
dent allowed a contract to be i l l e g a l ly  signed for  $27,000  
in  excess o f  the amount o f the o r ig in a l b id  on Leche H all 
at Ruston cer ta in ly  d isc re d its  h is  management. Then, too , 
i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to understand how the superintendent 
would allow  the s ta te  law to be v io la ted  by perm itting  
an e::qjsnditure o f  $66,895*57 for repairs and equipment at 
the S tate  Normal C ollege "without b id , contract, or even 
prelim inary estim ate,"
Honesty, business and p ro fession a l management, and 
d e p o lit ic a liz a t io n  c o n stitu te  the simple formula fo r  the 
new order. V/e sh a ll have one o f the most e f fe c t iv e  school 
systems in  the country when th is  formula is  app lied ,
V/aste and g r a ft w il l  stop . The schools w i l l  rece ive  a l l  
the revenue that i s  due them. Individual in i t ia t iv e  w i l l  
flo u r ish  throughout the s ta te .  P ra ctica l types of schools  
and now courses w il l  be introduced. Teachers w il l  be b e t­
te r  paid and they w il l  work without the haunting fear of  
p o l i t i c a l  p ersecution .
I can v isu a liz e  tho dawn o f a now day in  Louisiana.
I b e liev e  th at tho accursed d ictatorsh ip  that has almost 
wrecked our s ta te  w i l l  bo destroyed at the January e le c t io n  
and that wo sh a ll have tho opportunity to develop a stî.to  
school system unsurpassed by any in the country.
In duo time I sh a ll issu e  a statement o f my school 
program.
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P ln a lly , I submit a b r ie f  record o f my tra in in g  
and school experience, which, I b e lie v e , w i l l  q u a lify  ' 
me fo r  the s ta te  superintondenoy in  the opinion o f the  
voters who v/ant a con scien tiou s, vigorous p ro fessio n a l  
man fo r  the p o s it io n . I hold B. A. and M.A. u n iv er s ity  
degrees. In add ition , I have done a considerable amount 
o f advanced work tov/ard the Ph.D. degree, I have served  
as a one-room school teacher, as h igh-school p r in c ip a l, 
and as parish  superintendent. I was a member o f  the 
s ta te  department of education for 18 years. During my 
tenure in  th is  department, I received  continual advance­
ment. I was promoted from tho low est to the h igh est  
supervisory p o s it io n . Per twelve years I was in  tho 
high school d iv is io n , and for the la s t  four years I was 
tho c h ie f  s ta te  supervisor o f high sch oo ls.
John E. Coxo
Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
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M r. C harles E. W eimor 
D irecto r of S todent Teaching 
N icho lls  University 
417 C ountry C lub Boulevard 
Thibodaux, Louisiana 70301
D ear M r. Weimar:
I remember th e  la te  John  E. C oxe w e ll, having cam paigned  w ith him in 1943 
w hen he was a  c a n d id a te  for S ta te  S uperin tendent Of Education an d  I was a  c a n d i­
d a te  for G overnor o f L ouisiana.
We were both successful in our races and  we served to g e th e r from 1944 until
1948.
I remember him to be an  honest, ca p ab le  and conscien tious public  serv an t. He 
was d ed ic a ted  to  the im provem ent o f our system of public  ed u c a tio n  in L ouisiana. His 
background as an  ed u cato r a llow ed  him to  make contribu tions to  pub lic  e d u c a tio n  th a t 
h e lped  lay  the foundation  for the system w e hove to d ay .
It was a  p leasu re and  a  p riv ileg e  to  serve w ith him .
S incere ly ,
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PLATFORM OF JOHN E. COXE, STATE SUPERINTENDENT 
OF EDUCATION AND CANDIDATE FOR RE-ELECTION
To th e  V oters of L o u is ian a ;
During my second term  as  S ta te  S uperin tenden t of Education , I  w i l l  continue 
to  op e ra te  th e  S ta te  Department of Education in  a f r ie n d ly  and co -o p e ra tiv e  
m anner, f re e  of fa c t io n a lism  and d ic t a t i o n ,  w ith  the  view of u n itin g  a l l  groups 
fo r  th e  advancement of th e  b e s t  in te r e s t s  o f  th e  school c h ild re n  o f th e  s t a t e .
I  w i l l  work u n ceasin g ly  to  accom plish th e  fo llow ing o b je c t iv e s :
SCHOOL FINANCES
1. A minimum s ta t e  a id  o f  $22.50 per ed u cab le , p lus the  corresponding  
e q u a liz a t io n  fund and the  amount req u ired  to  reim burse the school boards fo r  
t h e i r  c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  th e  te a c h e r  re tire m en t system .
During my f i r s t  term  we have succeeded in  d ed ic a tin g  to  th e  schoo ls the  
e n t i r e  proceeds o f th e  s ta t e  severance ta x e s ;  in  r a is in g  th e  apportionm ent from 
$16 to  $20 per ed u cab le , th u s  in c re a sin g  the  annual d i s t r ib u t io n  more than  
$4 ,000,000, or 30%; and in  r a i s in g  by $328.05, or 28%, th e  average annual s a la ry  
o f w hite tea c h e rs  (ex c lu siv e  o f su p e rin te n d e n ts  and su p e rv is o rs ) .  Even though 
t h i s  r e f l e c t s  rem arkable improvement, in  o rd er to  r e t a in  th e  s e rv ic e s  o f th e  b est 
te a c h e rs  we must con tinue  our e f f o r ts  to  make th e i r  s a la r ie s  comparable to  
s a la r ie s  in  o th e r occupations re q u ir in g  eq u iv a le n t s k i l l  and t r a in in g .  Bus 
o p e ra to rs  and o th e r school employees have lik ew ise  rece iv ed  s u b s ta n t ia l  in cre a se s  
in  com pensation, b u t th ese  worthy employees a ls o  deserve s t i l l  b e t t e r  pay to  
o f f s e t  th e  in c re a se  in  th e  c o s t of l iv in g .
INSTRUCTION AND ADMINISTRATION
2 . An adequate  program of read ju stm en t fo r  re tu rn in g  war v e te ra n s  and fo r 
i n d u s t r ia l  w orkers; the  v o c a tio n a l r e h a b i l i t a t io n  o f a l l  d isab led  v e te ra n s  and 
o th e r  handicapped p e rso n s; in s t r u c t io n  fo r boys r e je c te d  by th e  armed fo rc e s  
because o f i l l i t e r a c y ;  p ro v is io n  a t  fe d e ra l  or s ta t e  expense fo r  th e  resum ption 
o f c o lle g e  t r a in in g  by th o se  v e te ra n s  whose courses were in te r ru p te d  by the  war.
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and fo r  th e  r e t r a in in g  o f o th e rs  fo r  peacetim e employment;
3. An a fte r -w a r  school c o n s tru c tio n  and ren o v a tio n  program to  give employ­
ment to  thousands and to  p rovide school p la n ts  second to  none, p re lim in a ry  p lanning 
fo r  such a program to  be done im m ediately in  o rd er th a t  Louisiana may be ready
to  share  in  any fe d e ra l  funds a v a ila b le  fo r  employment of re tu rn in g  v e te ra n s;
4 . Expansion o f our p re se n t program of v o c a tio n a l ed u catio n  to  provide the  
type of t ra in in g  needed in  every  p a r is h , emphasizing th e  development of more 
community se rv ic e  c e n te rs  in  th e  ru ra l  s e c tio n s  fo r  a l l - y e a r  t ra in in g  of c h ild ren
and a d u lts  in  food p roduction  and p rese rv a tio n , and in  th e  o p e ra tio n  and re p a ir
o f farm to o ls  and m achinery;
5. A change to  the  tw elve-year school program as ra p id ly  as th e  lo c a l school
o f f i c ia l s  f in d  i t  p o ss ib le  to  do so;
6 . R evision  o f th e  school a ttendance  law to  conform to  th e  c h ild  labor laws, 
and to  re q u ire  a tten d an ce  fo r  th e  f u l l  term  of a l l  c h ild re n  who have not completed 
elem entary  sch o o ls , thus a tta c k in g  a d u lt  i l l i t e r a c y  a t  i t s  p r in c ip a l  source;
7. S tronger and sounder in s t r u c t io n  in  the  fundam ental academic su b je c ts — 
E n g lish , m athem atics, s c ie n c e , h is to r y ,  and c iv ic s ;
8 . W ell-planned courses in  L o u is ia n a 's  h i s to r y ,  s o c ia l  and economic d ev e l­
opment, and in  th e  c o n serv a tio n  o f the  s t a t e 's  n a tu ra l  reso u rces  ;
9 . In creased  emphasis on c h a ra c te r  and c i t iz e n s h ip  e d u ca tio n ;
10. E x tension  o f th e  n u t r i t i o n ,  h e a lth ,  and p h y s ic a l - f i tn e s s  program;
11. F u rth e r development of our p u b lic -sc h o o l music program and p ro v is io n  fo r 
s im ila r  in s t r u c t io n  in  a r t ;
12. Improved advantages in  th e  s t a t e 's  c o lle g e s  and s p e c ia l  schools fo r  our 
young men and women in  th e  post-w ar w orld; and
13. Continued support and p ro te c tio n  o f the  te n u re , r e t ire m e n t,  s ic k - le a v e , 
and sa b b a tic a l- le a v e  laws.
My long years  o f s e rv ic e  as te a c h e r,  p r in c ip a l ,  p a r is h  su p e rin te n d e n t, member 
o f  th e  S ta te  Department o f E ducation , and as S ta te  S u p erin ten d en t, have given me a 
g rasp  and an u nderstand ing  o f L o u is ia n a 's  v a rie d  and e x ten s iv e  e d u ca tio n a l e n t e r p r i ­
ses th a t  w i l l  enable  me to  g ive our program th e  q u a li ty  o f lea d e rsh ip  i t  deserv es .
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C O P Y
STATE OP LOQISIAHA 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
BATON ROUfflS 4
Juna 27, 1946
Kmorabla G ilbert F. Hansigan 
S tate Senator 
S tate Capitol 
Baton Rouge, Louiaiana
Dear Senator Hennigant
Thia la  to  o ffe r my apology to  you fo r the pereoM l in eu lt lAiioh took 
plaoa on Tuesday, Juna 25, a t  the hearing before the House Committee on Eduoa- 
tioBa I t  seemed inooaoeirable th a t you would aay I  had used sharp p ractioe, 
dishonest methods, and had misrepresented the fao ts  conoeming Senate B ill 140 
to  Dr. 8tudebaker. United States Commissioner of Education*
To verify  my statement I am onelosing oopies of the telegrams and 
le t te r s  whioh were exchanged between Dr. 8 tu  debaker and me* A reading of these 
ooanunioations w ill show th a t there was absolutely no misrepresentation*
On June 2 you introduced Senate B ill 140 in  reference to vocational 
education. Section b of whioh reads as follows*
"Section 5, That the S tate Board of B^uoation sh a ll have fü ll  
power to  provide for the e ffec tive  adm inistration of vocational ed­
ucation by the appointment of a d ireo to r, and for the supervisiez 
of the vocational education program in  each of the several fie ld s  
by esçloying supervisors vdio oan a s s is t  the D irector in  the admin­
is tr a t io n  of the program, and guide local school adm inistrators and 
teaohers in  the development of th e ir  respeotive local programs 
adapted to  the needs of the eonmunities*
I made several requests fo r an interview  with you to  discuss the 
b ill*  s provisions and ce rta in  amendments whioh I intended to  propose# However, 
you declined my requests* The attached le t t e r  to  the Cmmissioner of Bdudation 
shows th a t on June 13 I sent to  him for h is  approval a proposed revision of the 
b il l#  I did not represent to  the Commissioner th is  b i l l  as being the o rig inal 
whioh you had introduced in  the Senate, as you apparently believed. I f  you 
w ill read the attached le t te r  of June IS and the proposed b i l l  acoonçanying 
th is  l e t t e r ,  you w ill find th a t in  the opening paragraph I said*
"Herewith I  am enclosing copy of Senate B ill 140, amended i n 
aeeordanoe with what I eoncoive to  ^  f u l l  acmplionee w itt  a l l  
points specified in  tSs"amen<faientn;e tke b tato  Plan adopted 1Ey 
the S tate Boarè of W ucation on October 16, 1 ^ 6 , Including para­
graphs Bos. 2 and 3#"
Note also Dr. Studebaker* s telegram to  me under date of June 18. 
ffl.8 f i r s t  sentence is*
"Re your le tter  of June 18 requegting our eosment upon 
Senate Bill No, 140 r# Amettdtul by yptf *
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Benor«bl« G ilbert F , Hennlgem -2- June 27, 194$
Tbeee eonmunioatione d e fin ite ly  show th a t the Commise ions r  under­
stood th a t what I  had sent him was a proposed revision o f your b i l l  and not 
the o rig inal b i l l  i t s e l f ,  I  merely wished to seoure h is  comment on my pro­
posed rev ision  before offering i t  to  the Senate Committee on Education,
A fter Dr, Studebaker*s telegram of June 18 was reeeived, the Senate Committee 
on Education unanimously approved the amendments to Seotions 4 , 6» and 6 of 
your o rig inal b i l l .  You w ill  note th a t the wording o f Section 5 is  iden tica l 
with th a t proposed in  Dr, Studebaker*s telegram to me. However, when Senate 
B ill 140 was up for f in a l passage, you presented a floor amendment idiioh re­
placed Seotions 5 and 6. as approved by the Education Committee, and thus 
eliminated Dr., Studebaker*s recommendation without having discussed th is  
amendment with me or anyone from my o ffic e . Apparently the e ffe c t of th is  
floor amendment i s  to  re s to re , by im plication, the force o f the objectionable 
o rig inal Section $«
There has never been any question as to the authority  o f the S tate 
Board o f Education to control the expenditures of federa l vocational funds or 
s ta te  school fundsc Under present law the Board has f u l l  rig h ts  in  th is  par­
t i c u la r ,  The only change in  our law th a t the % ited  S tates Office of Educa­
tion  is  now in s is tin g  upon is  th a t the S tate Board of Education be given the 
r ig h t to  approve personnel selected  by the S tate Superintendent o f Education 
to  carry  on tHe "\o*ab;.onal program. I f  you w ill read the attached telegram, 
dated June IS, oü D r. Studebaker you w ill find defin ite  proof o f th is  
statem ent.
I f  Senate B ill 140 is  enacted in i t s  present form, i t  might in v ite  
fu rthe r controversy as to  the adm inistration of vocational education in 
Louisiana and work irreparab le  harm to  our school system, I sh a ll be happy 
i f  th is  en tire  matter may be s e tt le d  once and for a l l  by res to ring  to  Senate 
B ill 140 the amendment approved by Commissioner Studebaker and passing the 
measure with th is  amendment in  both Houses of the L eg islatu re,
Senator Hennigan. I  wish you to  know th a t my opposition to  Senate 
B il l 140 is  not personal. As the oonstitu tional ch ief sohool o ffic e r of th is  
s ta te .  I  have one great d es ire , and th a t is  to  p ro tec t and improve our 
Louisiana school system, Furtheimore. I  hope th a t you w ill  believe I  have a t 
a l l  times appreciated your personal firiendship. and I  s incerely  hope @iat th is  
issue w ill not be perm itted to  interriqpt the cordial re la tionsh ip  which we have 
known in  the p a s t.
W ill you no t jo in  me in  a sincere e ffo r t to  clear vq? th e  serious, 
but by no means irre co n c ilab le , differenoes idiioh have developed in  re la tio n  
to  your Senate B ill 140?
Yours sincerely .
John E. Coxe 
S ta te  Superintendent
JECtesr
Eno,
001 Hon» J , âbàie Verrat 
W#oers of th e  Senate
Members of the House Committee on EdÛ%tlon
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MTON ROWE, LOUISIANA 
JUNE 8, 1946
DR. JOHN W. STUDEBAKER 
COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION 
U. 8 . OFFICE OF EDUCATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C.
STATE LEGISLATURE IN SESSION, WOULD ACTION PROVIDING FOR APPROVAL BY 
STATE BOARD OF MY APPOINTMENTS OF PERSWNEL MEET ALL REQUIREMENTS OF 
YOUR OFFICE FOR CONTINUATIW OT* FEDERAL VOCATIONAL FUNDS TO LOUISIANA.
. PLEASE WIRE PROMPTLY.
JOHN B. COXE, EXECUTIVE OFFICER 




STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
REURTEL JUNE 8 DEFINITE ASSURANCE CANNOT BE GIVEN WITHOUT OPPCHITUNITY 
TO ANALYZE LEGISLATION. ALL POINTS IN PARTS ROUAN 2 AND 3 OF AMEND- 
MBIT TO STATE PLAN ADOPTED BY STATE BOARD OCTOBER 16, 1945 SHOULD BE 
COVERED.




STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
REURLET OF. JUNE 18 REQUESTING OUR COMMBTT ON SENATE BILL NO. 140 AS 
AMENDED BY YOU. ATART PRO! THIS BILL YOUR GENERAL LAW WE BELIEVE 
places PERSONNEL ACTION IN TEE HANDS OF THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT. ALL 
THAT IS REQUIRED FOR CONTINUATION OF FEDERAL FUNDS IS THAT THE STàTE 
BfWU) OF EDUCATION SHALL HAVE THE POWER TO EXPRESS ITSEIF EFFBCnVELY 
IN RELATION TO ITS SATISFACTION OR DISSATISFACTION WITH THE SUPERVISORY 
PERSONNEL THROUGH WHOM THE STATE PLAN IS EXECUTED. THIS WOULD BE 
ACCOMPLISHED IF SECTION FIVE OF THE BILL WERE Aiflgwnim TO RBAD QUOTE 
‘*?THAT THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHALL HAVE ALL NECESSARY POWER TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE EFFECTIVE ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION OF VOCATIONAL 
EDUCATION THROUŒ ITS RIGHT OF APPROVAL OF PERSONNEL BUPLOYED IN TEE 
STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION WHO GAN DIRECT, SUPERVISE, AND ASSIST IN 
THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE PROQRAM AND GUIDE LOCAL SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS 
AND TEACHERS IN THE DEVELOPMBIT OF THEIR RESPECTIVE LOCAL PROGRAMS 
ADAPTED TO THE NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITIES' UNQUOTE.
J ,  W. STUDEBAKER
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STATE OF LOUISIANA 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
BATON ROUGE
June 15, 1946
Dr. John W. Studebaker 
U. 8 . Comnlealoner of Sdusatlon 
U, 8 . Offloe o f Bduoation 
Washington 25, D. C,
Dear Or. Studebaker:
Herewith I  am enolosing copy o f Senate B ill 140, amended 
in  aeeordanoe with what I oonoeive to  be f u l l  oomplianoe with a l l  
points speoified in the amendment to  the S tate  Plan adopted by the 
S tate  Board of Education on October 16, 1945, including paragraphs 
Nos. 2 and 3.
You w ill note on reading the enclosed b i l l  th a t the 
purpose is  to  remove a l l  points of oonflio t iriiioh arose over the 
question of au thority  of the S tate  Superintendent to name the 
personnel in  th is  o f f ic e , with p a rticu la r reference to the r i ^ t  
o f the Board to  approve suoh personnel. The enclosed b i l l  to  
our way of thinking d e fin ite ly  covers a l l  po in ts .
as th is  b i l l  comes up fo r  a hearing on Tuesday,
June 18, w ill you not w ire me iimedilately ÿôuFTippvuia l i  att li---------
a fswanoe t ha t, i f  the b i l l  is  adopted, the re  w ill be no question 
ofCBB 661IBiuuatieQ of federa l fUuds for vooational education to 
Louisiana.
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SBNATB BILL NO. 140
By M eisri. Nennlg&n, Guidry, W«t«on
Dolby, Gaiennie, Calhoun, and Voorhlea
AN ACT
To ProTlda fo r the aoeeptance o f the benefit# of an Act pasaed by the Senate 
and Houae o f  Repreaentativee of th e  Dhlted State# of Amerloa in  Congreaa 
a#aambled (approved February 28, 1917) en titled  "An Aot to  provide for 
the preawtion of vooational eduoatiom to provide for cooperation with 
the State# in  tiie promotion of audh education in  ag ricu ltu re  and the 
trade# and indu#tr ie #  j to provide fo r eooperation with the S ta te  in  the 
preparation of teacher# of vooational aubjeot#; and to  appropriate money 
and regulate  i t#  expenditure"; and to provide fo r the adm inietration of 
aame*
Section 1« Be i t  enacted by the Legialature o f the S tate  of Louisiana,
That the S ta te  of Louiaiana hereby aooept# a l l  of the proviaiona and the 
benefit# o f  an aot paaaed by the Senate and Houae of Repreaentativea of 
the Ihiited State# of America, in Congreaa aaaembled, e n t it le d , "An Act to 
provide fb r the promotion of vocational education; to  provide fo r coopera­
tio n  w ith the State# in  the promotion of au oh education in  agriou ltu re  and 
the  trade# and induatriea; to  provide fo r cooperation w ith the State# in 
the  preparation o f  tead h e rs  of vooational aubjeots; and to  appropriate 
money and regulate it#  expenditure," approved February 28, 1917, and w ill 
obaerve and oamply with %11 raq u irea e n ta  of aaid Aot,
Section 2, That the S tate  Treaaurer ia  hereby oonatitu ted  and appointed 
the ouatodian o f the money# paid to  the S tate of Louiaiana fo r vocational 
edueation, under the proviaiona of aaid aot of Congreaa, and auoh money#
«hall be paid out in  the manner provided by auoh aot fo r the purpoaea there­
in  apeoifled .
Seotion 8, That the S tate  Board o f  Bduoation of the S tate  of Louiaiana, 
ia  hereby deaignated aa the S tate Board for the purpoae of carrying in to  
effec t the pro^aiona of auoh ao t, and ia  hereby authoriaed and d irected  
to  cooperate w ith the Federal Board for Vooational Bduoation o r the Agency 
deaignated by the Federal Oovemmant in  the adminiatratiom and anforoement 
of i t#  proviaiona and to  perform auoh o f f ic ia l  acta and eXferoiae audi 
power# aa may be neoeaaary to  e n t it le  the S tate to  receive it#  benefit# ,
Seotion 4 , That the S tate  Board of Bduoation aha ll have a l l  neoeaaary 
power to  repreaent the S ta te  in  any and a l l  matter# in  reference to  the ex­
penditure# dietr ib u t ion and diaburaement of fund# reoeived from the United 
State# Government in  aaid S tate and to  appropriate and uae aaid money# in 
whatever way w ill in  i t a  diaoretion beat aerve the in tereat#  o f the S tate 
and carry  out the a p i r i t  and in ten t of aaid ao t of Congreaa in  oonforaity 
with i t a  proviaiona,
Seotion 6, That the S tate Board of Bduoation aha ll have a l l  neoeaaary 
power to  provide for Ihe e ffec tiv e  adm inietration and a^perviaim  of vooa­
tio n a l education, throufpi i t a  a ^ ro v a l o f the appota'taaent by i t a  Executive 
O fficer, the S tate S\q>erintendant of Bduoation, of peraonael in the S tate 
Bepartmoat of Bduoation who oan d iro« t, a t^erv iae, and aa#i*b in  the admin- 
iltra tlO B  9 t  the program and guide local aohool adminiaÿratora and teaohera 
in the development of th e ir  reapeotive local program# adapted to  the need# of 
the oommuni t i e a ,  ' ' ' ' '
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Seotion 6 , R iat euoh Board is  hereby aiathorised to make euoh ea^endi- 
tures fo r the sa la r ie s  of personnel and for offioe  and other expenses as in  
^ e  judgpent of the Board are neoessary to the proper adm inistration of th is
Section 7 . That a l l  laws and parte of lews in oonflio t w ith the pro­
vision o f th is  Act, and espeoially  Aot 52 of the Legislature of Louisiana 
of 1918, be and the same are hereby repealed.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
Amendmeota to  Seotiona 4 , 5 , and 6 of the Original 
Senate B il l 140 by Nr* Hennigan aa Approved by the 
Senate Committee on Education on June 18, 1946
Section 4 . That the State Board Of Education ahall have a l l  neoeaaary 
power to  repreaent the S tate in  any and a l l  n a ttera  in referaooe to  the ex­
penditure, d ia tribu tion  and diaburaement of funds received Arcm the United 
S tates Government in  aaid S tate and to appropriate and uae aaid moneys in  
whatever way w ill  in  i t a  diaoretion beat aerve the in te rea ts  of the State 
and carry  out the a p i r i t  and in ten t of said  ac t of Congress in eenfcn&ity 
w ^  i t s  provisions.
Seotion 5« That the S tate  Board of Bduoation sh a ll have a l l  neoeaaary 
power to  provide fbr the effeotive adm iniatration and auperviaion of voca­
tio n a l éducation, through i ta  r ig h t o f ^ p ro v a l of personnel eaxployed in 
the S tate  Department of Education who oan d ire c t, supervise, and aaaia t in  
the adn in istra tion  of the program and guide local aohool adm inistratora and 
teaohera in  the development of th e ir  respeotive local prograaw adapted to 
the needs of the oommunitiea.
Section Sr That suoh Board ia hereby authorised to  make auoh expen­
d itu res  for the sa la rie s  of personnel and fo r o ffice and other expenses as 
in  the judgment of the Board are necessary to the proper adm inistration 
of th ia  Aot.
Floor Amendment to  Senate B ill 140 by ü r . Hennigan 
Adopted by the  Senate Hlhioh Replaoed the Above 
Seotions 6 and 6 o f Senate B ill 140 as Amended by 
the Senate Committee on Education
Section 5 . That auCh board ia  hereby authorised to  make suoh expendi­
tu res fo r the aotual expenses of the board and for the sa la rie s  of a s s is tan ts  
and fo r offioe and other expenses aa in  the judgment of the board are neoes­
sary to  the proper adm inistration of th is  Aot.
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TESTIMONIES TO JOHIT EASTERLY COXE
His piney-woods re a r in g  p re v a ile d  throughout h is  l i f e .  He was 
h o n est, s in c e re , determ ined in  h is  work, and lo y a l .  This view was 
expressed  hy many lead in g  p e rs o n a l i t ie s  in  th e  S ta te .  Some o f  th ese  
tes tim o n ie s  o f  John E a s te r ly  Coxe were s ta te d  in  th e  fo llow ing  manner:
In a  form al sta tem ent concerning her l a t e  husband, Mrs. Coxe 
r e la te d  her a p p ra is a l  o f  h is  c o n tr ib u tio n s :
The Louisiana ed u ca tio n a l system i s  b e t t e r  because o f h is  se rv in g  
in  c a p a c itie s  he was in .  The o u tstan d in g  th in g  about John E. was 
h is  in te g r i ty  and b r i l l i a n t  i n t e l l e c t .  The o th e r  q u a li ty  was human 
kindness. He was such a  g e n tle  perso n . There was never any question  
in  th e  w orld about h is  honesty  and ab so lu te  in te g r i t y .  As a  husband 
he was devotion  p e rso n n ifie d . There was never a  doubt about John E . ’s 
devotion to  me. I  never saw him g e t angry , and I  never heard him
c u rs e .^39
Edward W. Stagg, w ritin g  fo r  th e  Item  C ap ito l Bureau, wrote as 
fo llow s concerning Coxe' s a s so c ia tio n  w ith  h is  employees:
A fr ie n d ly  a p p ra is a l  o f  Coxe i s  t h a t  he i s  t o le r a n t ,  dem ocratic , 
and generous to  h is  employees. He enjoys th e  u sua l p e rso n a l lo y a lty  
in  h is  departm ent. As an a d m in is tra to r  he i s  slow (too  slow) to  
reach  d e c is io n s .
Gordon A. Webb, who served  in  th e  S ta te  Department o f  Education,
s ta t e d :
Coxe was to o  re se rv e d , and was h e s i ta n t  to  make a  d e c is io n . Unless 
a  person drew him o u t, he he ld  back. In  academics he was bery  s tro n g . 
He was most c o o p e ra tiv e ; I  could see him anytime I  wanted to .  I  do 
not have any adverse  c r i t ic is m . His way o f  l i f e  was to  be admired.
^39Haael Grimm Coxe, p ersonal in te rv ie w . May 29 , 1974.
■*-Oordon A. Webb, perso n a l in te rv ie w . May 29, 1974.
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N e ttie  M ilton Coxe, w ife  o f  John E. Coxe's b ro th e r  S i la s ,  
s a id  o f  John:
He was a  very  g e n tle  gentleman. He was very  k ind  and a f f e c t io n a te ,  
a  r e a l  school man, very  h o n est, a very  very  se rio u s  s c h o la r . He 
had a dry w i t .
V. J .  Roux, one who remembered him as a  p a r is h  su p erin ten d en t s ta te d :
Coxe was a d ed ica ted  school man, a  p e rfe c t  gentleman w ith  a 
purpose. He was sym pathetic ; he was in te re s te d  in  th e  people he 
knew; he had in te g i i t y .  He appeared to  some people to  have a  c e r ta in  
a lo o fn ess  due to  h is  n a tu re . I  do no t agree w ith  th is .^ ^ 3
G. Byron Benton rep o rted  as fo llow s:
He. was one o f th e  b e t t e r  educato rs o f h is  tim e. He was a g rac ious 
man.-*-^^
Sue H efley who served  w ith  S uperin tendent Coxe w rote:
My a s so c ia tio n  w ith  Mr. Coxe was from 19^0 to  191*8 as a  member o f  
h is  Department o f  Education s t a f f .  He was a q u ie t man who gave th e  
im pression o f  g re a t  rese rv e  and not en joying  p a r t i c u la r ly  th a t  p a r t  
o f  h is  work which re q u ire d  co n tac t w ith  peop le . I  f e e l  w ith  few 
exceptions he organized  h is  s t a f f  e f f e c t iv e ly .  He d e leg a ted  
r e s p o n s ib il i ty  a p p ro p r ia te ly — Mr. Ewerz was my s u p e r io r ,  and I  
r a r e ly  approached Mr. Coxe on any m a tte r . I  resp e c te d  Mr. Coxe.
He had a sc h o la r ly  n a tu re ;  he wrote c le a r ly  and w ell and spoke in  
th e  same way, bu t perhaps w ithout popu lar ap p eal. Mr. Coxe' s some­
what d is ta n t  manner and h is  lac k  o f  what i s  today  in  p o l i t i c a l  
c i r c le s  c a lle d  'charism a* may e x p la in  h is  d e fe a t as he contended fo r  
a t h i r d  term . P o ssib ly  th e re  were o th e r  prominent f a c to rs  o f  which 
I  was not aware; c e r ta in ly  h is  staff.m em bers must acknowledge th e i r  
sh are  o f  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  d e fe a t .  ^
^**% ettie M ilton Coxe, p e rso n a l in te rv ie w . May 30, 1974. 
J .  Roux, lo c .  c i t .
Byron Benton, lo c .  c i t .
^**5Letter from Sue Hefley to  th e  w r i te r ,  A p ril 2 , 1970.
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Robert 0 . M onda, who was su p e rin ten d en t o f  schools in  Lafourche 
P a r ish  when Coxe was S ta te  Svq?erin ten d an t commented as fo llo w s:
He was q u ite  c o o p era tiv e , never h e s i ta t in g  in  f u l f i l l i n g  a  req u es t 
t h a t  was in  h is  power. In  f in a n c e s , he was q u ite  c o o p era tiv e . He 
was s te r n ;  he was an average p o l i t i c i a n  not outgoing .
Upon h is  re tire m en t members o f  th e  s t a f f  o f th e  S ta te  Department 
o f  Education w rote p e rso n a l l e t t e r s  to  Mr. Coxe. Exerpts from th e  l e t t e r s  
fo llow :
J .  E. W illiam s:
You have always been th o u g h tfu l , c o n s id e ra te , and h e lp fu l towards 
th o se  a s so c ia te d  w ith  you in  p u b lic  edu catio n .
Lela A. Tomlinson:
You have done an e x c e llen t jo b , and you made i t  p o ss ib le  fo r  
everyone in  th e  Department to  move forw ard in  h is  work and to  have 
o p p o r tu n itie s  to  p a r t i c ip a te  in  o u t -o f - s ta te  m eetings, th u s  gain in g  
many e x c e lle n t  id eas  and in s p ir a t io n s .
C. A. Iv es :
I  th in k  you began your e d u catio n al work about I 9IO and th e  record  
shows you have had an im portant p a r t  in  th e  e d u catio n al p ro g ress  
s in c e  t h a t  tim e .
D allas  Kent:
You a re  one o f  L o u is ia n a 's  t r u l y  g re a t  m e n ... th e  reco rd  o f  your 
a d m in is tra t io n , I  would say , i s  so much in  so sh o rt a  w h ile .
D espite  th e  se rio u s  handicaps under which you have lab o re d , 
handicaps which would have broken a weaker man, you have done a  good 
jo b .
^R. 0. H o n d a , p ersonal in te rv ie w . May 28, 197h.
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Joseph E. Gibson:
These seven y ea rs  under your lea d e rsh ip  included  th e  tu rb u le n t 
war y e a rs . They were y ears o f  change and ad justm en t. But they  
were y ea rs  o f  achievement in  which a l l  L ouisiana c i t i z e n s  may tak e  
p r id e .
Normand H. Edwards:
Whether we agree o r n o t ,  each resp ec ted  th e  o th e r 's  o p in ion , and 
b e n e f i t  r e s u l te d  from your wise counsel.
^* '^Letters now in  possession  o f Mrs. Hazel Grimm Coxe, 2030 
Nlyrtle Avenue, Baton Rouge, L ouisiana.
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VITA
C harles E rnest Weimer was horn in  B o u tte , S t .  Charles P a r is h , 
L o u is ian a , on Ju ly  13, 1917. He i s  th e  son o f  th e  l a t e  Prank Weimer 
and Lucy Guedry Weimer. He a tten d ed  school in  Hew Orleans and graduated 
from S t.  Charles High School in  Thihodaux, Lou isiana. His undergraduate 
degree was earned in  E ng lish  and mathematics a t  L ouisiana S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  
in  Baton Rouge, L ouisiana in  1938. Prom th e  same u n iv e rs ity  he earned 
a  M asters o f  Education in  secondary education  w ith  a  minor in  m athematics 
in  19h7 .
He taugh t a t  th e  Golden Meadow High School fo r  th re e  y ea rs  befo re  
being  d ra f te d  in to  th e  Army in  19̂ +1 • While in  s e rv ic e , he ro se  from the  
rank o f  p r iv a te  to  th e  rank o f  m ajor. In  lOkj  he was appoin ted  P r in c ip a l 
o f  S t .  James High School in  S t .  James P a rish  and remained th e re  u n t i l  1963 
when he became A ss is ta n t P ro fesso r o f  Education a t  N icho lls  S ta te  
U n iv e rs ity . In  1968, he was named D irec to r  o f  Student Teaching and 
P ro fe sso r o f  Education a t  N ic h o lls , th e  p o s it io n  he holds today .
Mr. Weimer i s  m arried  to  Mary Louise C laudet Weimer. They have 
fo u r c h ild re n ,  C h arles , J r . ,  C h ester, C atherine and James.
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